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Wi 102 cOOBIEBINVEIA Myrtoa College is a child safe school.

We acknowledge the Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa, Jardwadjali and Judpagulk peoples of the Wimmera region
as the traditional custodians of the lands upon which Murtoa College is situated. We pay our respects
to their elders — past, present, and emerging - celebrate the diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples, and acknowledge their deep care and ongoing connection to land, water and
community. We extend this respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples joining us today.

TERM 3 | 18" September Speial Rersons Day F6
Term 3 Endat 2.3(pm and Casual Clothes Day
5t October Term 4 Starts

Please note this year our College Newsletters will be publisbeery three (3yveeks commencing in Week 3 of eac
Term. Communications with families will also be supported for individual students or classes or year levels via |
Newsposts or Compass Messages throughout the 2026 school year. Each published Newsletter is availdbtgyn
(available from the Front Office) or digitally (via Compass and on the College Wiipsitémurtoacollege.vic.edu.au/
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From The Principal Team

As Term 3 draws to a close, it has been a pleasure to reflect on the many opportunitie
achievements across our school community over the past ten weeks.

Our recent ParenfTeacher Interviews were a valuable chance to celebrate student progres:
discuss the next steps in each child's learning. Thank you to all the parents and carers who t
time to meet with our teachers. The partnership between hoamel school matters enormously
and when families and teachers work together, we are best placed to support every student
their very best.

Giving our students opportunities to experience new things and explore learning beyon:
classroom continues to be an important part of our program. Recently, students visited R/
Dimboola Memorial Secondary College, where they explored the exeitigg technology is bein
used in agriculture. From digital systems in dairies to drones supporting cattle monitoring
mustering, students gained a real insight into how innovation is shaping the future of farming
students also enjoyed the engagiagd entertaining Silly Scientist sessions at the Warrackna
Education Precinct through CEP. It was another fantastic opportunity for students to ex
question and be inspired through handa learning designed to spark curiosity and enthusiasm
science.
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https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/julie_maxfield_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/Desktop/Web%20Newsletter/Newsletter%202023/December/Newsletter%206th%20December%202023.pdf
https://murtoacollege.vic.edu.au/

Snapchat and the Undet6 Social Media Law
With the holidays approaching and screen time likely to increase, this is a good moment to share some information for
families about Snapchat and Australia's new social media age laws.

As families will be aware, since 10 December 2025 the Online Safety Amendment (Social Media Minimum Age) Act hi
required platforms such as Snapchat, Meta, TikTok and YouTube to prevent Australians under 16 from holding account
eSafety now lists Snapctaminimum agefor Australians as 16+. The legal obligation sits with the platforms, not with
families or young people. However, Snapchat has acknowledged that some young people under 16 may be able to bypa
the protections, so parental awareness remains important.

The increasing impact teachers are seeing at school

Importantly, we also want to be open with families about what we are seeing at sdhomasingly, issues that begin

on Snapchat outside of school hours, such astigéat group chats, disagreements, unkind messages or images being
shared, are arriving at the school gate the next morning. Staff are then spending significant time rag@mgssvork
through conflict that started online, and the students involved are often upset, distracted and unable to focus on their
learning.

This affects not only the teachers, education support staff and students directly involved but also their classmates
and the wider learning environment of the school during the school day. Supporting the uridelaw at home is one

of the most practical tiings families can do to reduce these issues at school whilst also protecting your child's time at
school for learning and friendship.

Why Snapchat is a concern for Under 16 younger users

Snapchat is one of the apps most commonly used by young people in our community, and our school. Below we hav
reproduced several risks that parents, carers and our guardians need to know about from Carly Ryan Foundation's Fac
Sheet on Snapchat to aid yoconversations with your child/ren:

1 "Disappearing" content doesn't really disappeaBnaps are designed to vanish after viewing, but features like
Memories and Stories store content on servers, and screenshots can capture anything sent. Young people oftel
underestimate how permanent digital content is.

1 Impulsive sharingBecause content seems temporary, the app encourages quitkeimoment messaging
that can lead to misunderstandings or to sharing things a young person would never post elsewhere.

1 Inappropriateimages.Snapchais the number one app used by young people for sendiaggropriateimages.

Under Australian law, it is illegal to ask for, take, keep or share them, even between young people themselves.

f Location sharingSnap Map can show a user's live location to friends, and content submitted to public stories
can appear on the map at the exact place it was taken. Ghost Mode hides location entirely.

1 Streaks, comparison and constant engagemdreatures designed to keep young people coming back daily can
affect sleep, schoolwork and s&$teem, and the Discover feed can surface inappropriate content despite
moderation.

How families can help

1 Have a calm, open conversation with your child about the law and why it exists. Framing it as a national rule
that applies to everyone can take some of the pressure off families.

T If your child is under 16 and still has access to an account, encourage them to download anything they want to
keep and step away from the platform. Be aware of workarounds such as false birth dates or accounts under
someone else's name.

1 Consider keeping phones out of bedrooms overnight, as many of the issues we see at school stem from late
night messaging.

1 Keep the conversation going as your child approaches 16, so that when they are old enough they already
understand privacy settings, location sharing, and how to report and block.

1 If your child encounters something harmful online, support is available throe§hkfety.gov.auand
accce.gov.au

Our aim in communicating this information to families is not to cause alarm but to make sure parents, carers and
guardians have all the information they need to support their child/ren. Please reach out to the school if you would like
further resources oa conversation about online safety.



Reminder: 2026 Parent/Carer Opinion Surveydave Your Say!
A big thank you to the parents and carers who have already completed02f Parent/Carer Opinion Surve$o far,
13% of Murtoa College familiesave responded.

If you have not yet had the chance to complete the survey, we warmly encourage you to do so before it closes nex
Friday. Your anonymous, collective views about what's working and what we can improve are vital in informing our
planning for 2027, particuléy in the areas of school climate, student behaviour and student engagement.

Last year, the survey results helped the College identify areas for improvement and professional development need:
across the school and target our planning and improvement strategies. This, in turn, informed og2 @22 Strategic

Plan and 2026 Annual ptementation Plan. D&lentified results will be shared with parents and carers through our
annual reporting and newsletters.

The survey closes on Friday 18 September 2026 and takes around 20 minutes to complete at any time convenient to yc
on a phone, iPad, laptop or desktop computer.

To participate, go to the link below and enter the following details:
f Survey linkhttps://research.orima.com/parent
1 School name: Murtoa College
1 Campus name: Murtoa College
1 School PIN: 210124

Last but definitely not least Thank you!

Finally, as the term comes to a close, on behalf of all Teachers and our Education Support team, the Principal Tea
would like to thank our students, staff and families for their continued support and contribution to our school
community.

We hope everyone enjoys a safe, relaxing and-dedlerved break and returns refreshed and ready for another exciting
term of learning in Term 4, commencing Monday 5 October 2026!

From TheStudent Engagement & Wellbeing Team

Primary Subschool and Community Engagement Leader z Nicole Noonan

{LISOAIf t@ESEB2Yy Qa4 51 &

Our 6 students are excited to invite the special people in their lives to join them for a relaxed and enjoyable Special
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your child.

Friday 18 September
1:15pm
Primary area and outside BER

Families are asked to bring a shared lunch for themselves and their child/children to enjoy together. If you wish, pleas
also bring something to sit on, such as a picnic rug or chairs.

We look forward to welcoming our families and celebrating the special people who make such an important difference
in the lives of our students.

CEP ExcursionThe Silly Scientist!
Today, our €6 students had a fantastic time attending the CEP excurSioa Silly Scientigt Warracknabeal.
Students were entertained while exploring the exciting world of science through fun, ftemdsxd engaging
experiences. It was a wonderful opportunity for our students to learn, laugh and discover just how much fun science car
be!


https://research.orima.com/parent

Year 36 Cluster CampsTerm 4
We are excited to be preparing for our upcoming Dunmunkle Cluster Camps, bringing students from our Cluster school
together for two fantastic learning and adventure experiences!

Year 3/4 Adekate Camp
Our Year 3/4 students will have the opportunity to enjoy a-filled camp experience, developing friendships,
independence and teamwork while creating wonderful memories with students from across the Cluster.

Year 5/6 Urban Melbourne Camp
Our Year 5/6 students are looking forward to an exciting adventure in Melbourne, with a range of activities and
experiences designed to challenge, engage and inspire students while strengthening connections across our Clust
schools.

These camps are a wonderful opportunity for students to build new friendships, develop independence, try new
experiences and strengthen the connections between our Cluster schools.

A reminder to families to please return all camp forms and required paperwork as soon as possible so we can finalis
arrangements for these exciting opportunities.

We can't wait to see our students making memories, challenging themselves and enjoying these special Cluste
experiences!

Black Ranges Athletics
Congratulations to our Murtoa College students who recently represented our school and the Dunmunkle Cluster at the
Black Ranges Athletics Carnival in Stawell.

After qualifying through the earlier stages of competition, our students competed against athletes from across the
region in a range of track and field events. It was fantastic to see our students demonstrate their determination,
sportsmanship and schogpisit throughout the day.

We are incredibly proud of everyone who participated and represented Murtoa College. A huge congratulations to all
students on their achievements and for giving their best on the day! Good luck to those that have qualified at the next

level early Term 4.







Trigonometry at the Murtoa Stick Shed
On Wednesday the 10th of September, our Year 9 students visited the Murtoa Stick Shed to complete their trigonometry

investigations. Students measured distances and angles including the total length, width and height of the shed anc
even had to figure ouhow many sticks were in the shed in total.

Back at school, students are now using their measurements and calculations to create a scaled model of the shed. O
Year 10 students are visiting the Stick Shed on Friday the 11th of September to complete their own trigopnometry
investigations.




Ozobots in Digital Technologies

Our Primary students have been busy exploring how to code Ozobots during their Digital Technologies lessons this tern
Students created their own pathways and used different colour codes to program the small robots to change direction,
speed and movement.

The older primary students also had the opportunity to use OzoBlockly, altésekd coding program, to create their
own programs on laptops. They then downloaded their code onto the Ozobots and watched the robots carry out their
instructions. It requirecdome trial and error but overall it was a lot of fun!

The activities encouraged creativity, problewolving, teamwork and an understanding of key basic coding concepts. A
big thank you to the University of Adelaide and its Lending Library for giving our students the opportunity to use this
exciting technology




Student Wellbeing Coordinator z Charlotte Ball

l%g headspace

In October there is headspace Day!

The theme for headspace day this yé&ado nothing The idea is, we can all become so busy with life's pressures and
expectations, we forget to slow down and just do nothing to support our wellbeing, even if it is only for a short time.
Breathe, watch the clouds go by, sit and be without our phone ete Ii$t goes on. Especially for young people and the
pressures they carry with exams, relationships, expectations and life's demands that all have an impact on theil
wellbeing and mental health.

The headspace Horsham centre Youth Reference Group are working on a project to create a resource to give your
people that ask's the question, what is something you can do to stop, slow down and do nothing to support your
wellbeing and mental health durirthe month of October.

The card will have examples to help young people think about what they can do, and it will have a QR code on it. Whe
young people scan the code, they will be asked the question, what is something you can do to do nothing to suppor
your wellbeing and mera health during the month of October and they will go into a draw to win Apple AirPods. These
cards will be handed out during Student Connect one the morning of headspace Day!

The idea is simple but effective in creating awareness and getting young people to engage and think about how the
might care for their own mental health and wellbeing.

Please note that this opportunity is only available to secondary students due to headspaeguaigements.

Sport and Camps Coordinator (F-12) z Nathan Sachse

Year 8 Adelaide Camp
Day 1 (Tuesday)After a very early departure (6:15am) from Murtoa, the year 8 Adelaide camp was off and running!
Everyone was chatting with excitement, the music was pumping and the sugar levels were high!

After a few little stops, we made it to Monarto Zoo to experience the open range zoo! We saw baby giraffes, lions,
hyenas, Mongolian horses, meerkats, cheetahs and a few kangaroos while driving around the zoo! We even saw th
orangutans who decided weariregblanket was the plan for the day!

Back onto the buses we went with Adelaide in our sight! After a little rain to wash the dust away, we arrived at West
Beach caravan park at 5pm. We quickly unpacked, demolished the biggest pizzas we have even seen and jumped bz
on to the buses again taogut for a delicious dessert at St Louis desserts, followed by an evening at Escape Room! Bac
to the caravan park for a good nights sleep!

Day 2 (Wednesday) Another early start this morning (6am) in preparation for the Battle of Waterloo, a strategic
skirmish game, focusing on team work, communication and a whole lot of fun! Red team (Ms Martin daChMre)

ruled over blue team (Mr Sachse and Rachel), winning multiple games! Lucky the teachers joined forces at the end t
takeonands Ay I 3+ Ayad GKS addzRSyidaX YIFreoS:I ¢S GKAY(lZ y2 2



Quick stop back to the caravan park to freshen up, and off to Marion shopping centre we went! A lovely and relaxing
three hours of shopping!

The night was fantastic! We had delicious fish and chips on the beach, followed by ice skating. We watched the student
skate around like baby giraffes learning to walk for the first time.

We had a fantastic day, and all ready for a good nights sleep!

Day 3 (Thursday)After a great nights sleep and a little sleep in, we divided and conquered two more fun activities!
Ms Martin and Rachel took 6 students on the Dolphin Sanctuary kayak tour at Port Adelaide. We kayaked around th
mangroves battling the strong current atiten finally saw three dolphins 10 minutes before the tour ended! Mr Sachse
and Mr McClure took 20 students to the West Beach Adventure ropes course testing their balance on a variety of aeria
obstacles and the giant swing!

A quick salad roll/sandwich for lunch and we changed into our bathers and went to explore the BeachHouse, an indoo
activity centre with arcade games and three fun waterslides!
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With a very full stomach and maybe too many servings of dessert, we finished the night with a private screening of
SpiderMan!

Another fantastic day and we are all looking forward to a good nights sleep before the trgd hom
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Black Ranges Athletics
On Monday, 12 students proudly represented Murtoa College at the Black Ranges Athletics Carnival in Stawell.

Despite the cold weather, our students displayed fantastic attitudes and gave their very best throughout the day. We
had some terrific results, with several students achieving outstanding performances. Most importantly, many students
recorded personal best which is a fantastic achievement and something they should be very proud of.

A huge congratulations to Kayne SatBiiman and James Hemley, who have qualified to represent us at the GWR
Athletics Sports in Ballarat on Thursday, 8 October.

Well done to all 12 students on their efforts, sportsmanship and determination. We are incredibly proud of you all' A
big thank you to Jo Hemley for her assistance on the day.

Podium finish for Murtoa:

Molly Gawith
3rd ¢ 100m dash
2nd¢ 200m dash
3rd ¢ Long jump
3rd ¢ Triple jump

Amba Zol]
3rd ¢ Javelin

James Hemley
1st¢ Javelin
2nd¢ Shot put
3rd ¢ Long jump

Kayne SatoriBillman
1st¢ High jump
3rd ¢ 100m dash

Beau Milgate
3rd ¢ 200m dash







Year 7 Basketball

On Tuesday, 1st September, the Year 7 students travelled to Ararat to compete in the Black Ranges Basketb:
Competition. The students played five games and showed great skill development and improvement throughout the
day. They gave it their all in eveggme.

A huge thank you to Mrs Hemley for coming along to coach the students and photograph the day for us. It was ver
much appreciated!




Year 7 Volleyball

Last week, our Year 7 students travelled to Horsham to compete in
Black Ranges Volleyball competition. With only four players available
the day, the team knew they would be facing a tough challenge agai
some of the larger schools.

Despite this, the students showed incredible determination and provesd__
that they were more than capable of competing with the bigger school+
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they bounced back strongly in their next match against Stawell, push

To take a set from both Stawell and Horsham was an amazing achieve
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The students were extremely proud of their performances and we
surprised by just how well they competed on the day. Their attituc
throughout the competition was fantastic, and they consistentl
encouraged and supported one another.

A huge well done to all four students on an outstanding effort. You sho
be incredibly proud of the way you represented our school!

A special thank you to Sam Gawith for assisting on the day. Your sup
was greatlyappreciated.
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