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MURTOA COLLEGE IS A CHILD SAFE SCHOOL.

We acknowledge the Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa, Jardwadjali and Judpagulk peoples of the Wimmera region
as the traditional custodians of the lands upon which Murtoa College is situated. We pay our respects
to their elders — past, present, and emerging - celebrate the diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples, and acknowledge their deep care and ongoing connection to land, water and
community. We extend this respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples joining us today.

TERM 3 | 28t August Casual Dress Day and Book Week Parade
1st— 4th September Year 8 Camp
10t September Parent Teacher Interviews 4.00-6.30pm
18th September Term 3 Ends and Casual Clothes Day

Please note - this year our College Newsletters will be published every three (3) weeks, commencing in Week 3 of each
Term. Communications with families will also be supported for individual students or classes or year levels via Compass
Newsposts or Compass Messages throughout the 2026 school year. Each published Newsletter is available in hardcopy
(available from the Front Office) or digitally (via Compass and on the College Website https://murtoacollege.vic.edu.auy,

in the ‘Our College’ section.

From The Principal Team

Assistant Principal (Student Voice & Management) - Shaun Bray

Building Resilience and Respect Through RRRR
At Murtoa College, we are committed to supporting students to develop the knowledge, skills and
confidence they need to navigate relationships, make positive choices and stay safe.

The Department of Education’s Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships (RRRR) framework
provides a foundation for teaching students about important areas such as emotional literacy,
positive relationships, personal strengths, respectful relationships, problem-solving and help-
seeking. The curriculum is designed to support students’ social and emotional development and
help them build healthy, respectful relationships with others.

At Murtoa College, RRRR is delivered through our Interpersonal Development classes, with
learning activities tailored to students’ age and developmental needs.

This year, we are also using Wellio as an engaging digital platform to support the delivery of this
curriculum. Wellio provides interactive and student-friendly activities that help bring key concepts
to life and encourage students to reflect on their own experiences, choices and relationships.

Through this combination of classroom learning and engaging digital resources, we aim to give our
students practical skills that they can use both at school and in their everyday lives.


file:///C:/Users/02549406/Desktop/Web%20Newsletter/Newsletter%202023/September/Newsletter%2023rd%20August%202023.pdf
https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/julie_maxfield_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/Desktop/Web%20Newsletter/Newsletter%202023/December/Newsletter%206th%20December%202023.pdf
https://murtoacollege.vic.edu.au/

FREE Parent Webinar: Friendship Problems and Social Stress

Thursday 10 September, 6:30—7:30pm AEST
Helping kids manage social issues on and offline

In this session, you'll learn how to:

e Understand why friendship issues feel so big: why fallouts and shifting friendships can hit kids so hard
e Make sense of bullying and exclusion: how social dynamics, online and in person, can escalate quickly
e Support kids through conflict: practical ways to help them navigate fallouts and social stress

Can't make it live? Complete the registration and Wellio will send the recording and any supporting resources to all
registrants after the session.

Register Here

Secondary School Pathways and Course Planning
In the first half of Term 3 there has been plenty happening across our Secondary School as students prepare for their
future pathways:

1 Year 12 VTAC Applications: Applications are currently underway, with students being supported through the
process of exploring and applying for further education and training opportunities.

1 University Open Days: Students are encouraged to attend University Open Days. A list of these can be found
here: https://vtac.edu.au/opendays

1 Year 10/11 Subject Preferences: Subject preferences for 2027 have now been completed, with students
planning their subjects based on their interests, strengths and future pathways. Murtoa College will now begin
planning for 2027 using these preferences.

1 Year 9 Morrisby Insights: Year 9 students have completed their Morrisby aptitude testing and individual
interviews with a careers practitioner. This process helps students better understand their strengths, interests
and potential future pathways.

1  VET Cluster Applications: Applications are now opening for VET programs. Links and information are being sent
to students, with further details available through Compass.

These opportunities are an important part of helping our students make informed decisions about their future learning,
training and career pathways.

Director of Teacher Operations, Systems & Reporting - Jen Hagedorn

New Timetable and Numeracy Intervention Program
A new timetable will commence on Monday 24th August to support the introduction of a targeted numeracy
intervention program. This initiative will provide additional support for students and strengthen their numeracy skills.

The following timetable changes will take effect:
1 Year 1/2 PE and Sport - Mrs Kelly

Year 5/6 PE and Sport - Mrs Kelly

Year 7 Maths - Ms Lutze

Year 8 IPD - Mrs Doyle

Year 8 Maths - Ms Carlyon

Year 8 Student Connect - Mrs Doyle
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Updated timetables will be available through Compass. Students and families are encouraged to review the changes
before Monday.

Learning Habit Reports

Learning Habit Reports will be released on Friday 4th September. These reports provide valuable information about the
learning behaviours students demonstrate in the classroom. They support conversations between students, families and
teachers and help identify areas of strength and opportunities for further growth.


https://events.humanitix.com/free-parent-webinar-friendship-problems-and-social-stress?_gl=1*1e6v4f8*_gcl_au*NDc0MzA4NzUwLjE3ODcwMTM5NTQ.*_ga*OTA1MzYwMTM1LjE3ODcwMTM5NTU.*_ga_LHKW5FR9N6*czE3ODcxMzM0MDQkbzQkZzEkdDE3ODcxMzM0MzYkajI4JGwwJGgw

Students will be assessed in the following categories:
1 Preparation for Class — Being punctual, bringing required materials and arriving ready to learn.
1 Effort — Demonstrating persistence, application and a growth mindset.
1 Participation — Engaging actively, contributing ideas and collaborating with others.
1 Positive Classroom Behaviour — Showing respect, following instructions and contributing to a positive learning
environment.
1 Home Study (VCE students only) — Taking responsibility for homework, revision and independent learning.

The reporting scale is:

Consistently | Frequently | Usually | Sometimes | Rarely | Not Shown | N/A

Parent-Teacher Interviews

Parent—Teacher Interviews will be held on Thursday 10th September from 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm. These interviews provide
an opportunity to discuss student progress, learning habits and areas for continued development. Families will be
notified of booking information through a Compass post.

Thank you for your understanding and support as we implement these changes.

From The Student Engagement & Wellbeing Team

Primary Subschool and Community Engagement Leader - Nicole Noonan

Dunmunkle Athletics — A Great Day of Community and Sport
On Tuesday 18th August, students from across the Dunmunkle Cluster came together for the annual Dunmunkle
Athletics at the Murtoa Recreation Reserve.

It was a fantastic community event, bringing together students, staff and families from all of our surrounding schools.
Our F-6 students participated enthusiastically in a wide range of events, demonstrating great sportsmanship, school
spirit and persistence throughout the day. Despite the chilly and wintery conditions, students continued to give their
best and support one another.

A special congratulations and thank you must also go to our secondary students, who were fantastic in assisting with
the running of events throughout the day. Their support, leadership and willingness to help played an important part in
making the day such a success.

Thank you to the Murtoa Parents Association Group for running the canteen, as well as everyone who assisted with
setting up, organising and running the day. Events such as this would not be possible without the support and
involvement of our wonderful school and local community.

It was a terrific day of athletics and a wonderful example of our schools coming together to celebrate participation,
teamwork and community spirit! Congratulations also to Minyip Primary School who won the Ken Daggett Memorial
shield on the day.
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Black Ranges Athletics Selection
Congratulations to the 30 Murtoa College students who have been selected to represent both Murtoa College and the
Dunmunkle Cluster at the Black Ranges Athletics Carnival in Stawell on Wednesday 2nd September.

These students have been selected to compete in a variety of athletic events after their outstanding performances at
the recent Dunmunkle Athletics Carnival. This is a fantastic achievement, and we are very proud of their efforts and
commitment.

More information, including event and travel details, will be sent home to families on Monday.

We wish all of our students the very best as they represent Murtoa College and the Dunmunkle Cluster at the Black
Ranges Athletics Carnival!

Book Week Parade
We are excited to invite all F-6 students and their families to join us for our Book Week Parade on Friday 28th August
at 8.50am in the BER Building.

Students are encouraged to come dressed as a character from their favourite book and join in the fun as we celebrate a
love of reading and all things books!

This will also be a casual dress day, with students asked to bring along a gold coin donation.

We look forward to seeing all of the wonderful and creative book characters on parade and hope families can join us for
this special event!



Mental Health in Primary Schools Coordinator (MHIPS) - Allyssa Wilson

Mental Health in Primary Schools

The power of sleep

https://murtoacollege.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/sleep

Why Is Sleep Important for Your Child?
Sleep is an important part of your child’s growth, learning and development. Getting enough
good-quality sleep supports your child’s: TV

Brain function, learning and memory

Emotional wellbeing and mood

Physical health and growth

Concentration and attention

Behaviour and ability to manage emotions
Safety and ability to function throughout the day
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When children don’t get enough sleep, they may find it harder to learn and concentrate. They may also experience mood
changes, difficulties with behaviour and reduced energy during the day.

How Much Sleep Does My Child Need?
The amount of sleep children need, changes as they grow. Every child is different, but as a general guide:

3-5 years- 10-13 hours, including naps
6—12 years- 9-11 hours

13-18 years- 8-10 hours

Tips for Healthy Sleep

Getting enough sleep is just as important as healthy eating and regular exercise. A consistent routine can help children
fall asleep, stay asleep and get good-quality sleep.

Establish a sleep schedule
Set a bedtime that allows your child to get the sleep they need. Try to keep bedtime consistent, including on weekends.

Establish a bedtime routine
Following the same calming routine each night can help signal that it is time for sleep. This might include:

Bath or shower = Pyjamas - Brush teeth - Reading or quiet time - Lights out - Sleep

Make bedtime calm and predictable
Quiet activities before bed can help children wind down and prepare for sleep.

keeps regular sleep and wake times, even on the weekend turns computers, tablets and TV off an hour before bedtime
has a quiet and dimly lit place to sleep gets plenty of natural light during the day avoids caffeine in tea, coffee, sports
drinks and chocolate, especially in the late afternoon.

Talk about worries
If your child is worried about something at bedtime, take some time to talk with them and help them feel safe and
supported.


https://murtoacollege.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/sleep

Praise positive behaviour
Encouraging and praising your child when they follow their bedtime routine can help establish positive sleep habits.

Signs of Sleep Problems
If your child continues to have difficulty falling asleep or staying asleep despite having good sleep routines, they may be
experiencing a sleep problem.

Some signs can include:

1 Difficulty falling asleep

Frequently waking during the night
Appearing very tired during the day
Difficulty concentrating

Changes in mood or behaviour

Increased irritability or emotional difficulties
Difficulty functioning during the day
Breathing difficulties while asleep
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If you are concerned about your child's sleep, particularly if they have difficulty breathing while sleeping, speak with
your doctor.

Need More Information or Support?

T

Healthdirect

For 24-hour health advice, call 1800 022 222. Healthdirect is a government-funded service providing quality,
approved health information and advice.

Royal Children’s Hospital

Information and strategies for improving night-time behaviour and managing nighttime worries.

Children’s Health Queensland

Information about how much sleep children need and healthy sleep habits.

Sleep Health Foundation

Information about sleep for children and adolescents.

Pregnancy, Birth and Baby

Information and resources about sleep for babies and young children. You can also speak with a maternal child
health nurse by calling 1800 882 436 or via video call. Available Zam—midnight (AET), 7 days a week, including
public holidays.

A good night's sleep can make a big difference to how children feel, learn and manage their day.

Student Wellbeing Coordinator - Charlotte Ball
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Wear It Purple Day! August 28th 2026
This year’s Wear It Purple Day theme is Colours of Courage.

“Courage is not just expressed in big moments, but in everyday choices to live proudly and invite others into
understanding, acceptance and celebration.”

“Colours of Courage celebrates the many different forms of courage shown by LGBTQIA+ young people, allies and
communities every day.

Courage can look like speaking up, standing out and creating change. It can also take quieter forms of bravery, like living
authentically, coming out, asking for support, standing beside someone, or choosing pride and hope in spaces where
being yourself does not always feel easy.

The colours in this year’s theme reflect the diversity of identities, experiences and stories within our communities. Like
light through a prism, every colour is different, but together they create something powerful.

Because courage is not only found in the big moments. It is found in the everyday choices to live proudly, support others
and invite people into understanding, acceptance and celebration.” — Wear it Purple Organisation 2026

Why Do We Have Wear It Purple Day?

The reason behind the why communities, schools and individuals wear purple is because it helps to show to LGBTQIA+
youth that they are accepted and a way to identify safe adults to talk to. The need for this is linked to LGBTQIA+ youth
experience:

77% of LGBTIQA+ young people aged 12-25 reported high or very high psychological distress according to
headspace's 2026 National Youth Mental Health Survey.

LGBTIQA+ young people reported higher loneliness than young people overall, scoring 6.2 compared with 5.2
on the Three-Item Loneliness Scale.

Wear It Purple reports that 75% of LGBTIQ+ young people experience some form of discrimination, with 61%
experiencing verbal abuse and 19% experiencing physical bullying.

The day is about standing against discrimination, bullying and stigma and reminding LGBTQIA+ young people that they
are valued for who they are. Wearing purple is a simple but visible way to show pride, acceptance, courage and allyship.
It also encourages people to have conversations about inclusion and to make schools, workplaces and communities
more welcoming for everyone.

What is Murtoa College doing for Wear It Purple?

On August 28", the school will have a casual clothes day, and we ask students to wear purple clothes to show our
acceptance. We understand that the same day is the primary schools dress up day for book week so we only ask the
secondary students to participate in Wear It Purple Day.

Disability Inclusion Coordinator - Karen Gebert

Understanding Dyslexia and Dyscalculia

Every student learns differently. Some students may experience ongoing difficulties with reading, spelling or
mathematics that are not explained by a lack of effort or opportunity. Two learning differences that families may hear
about are dyslexia and dyscalculia.

What is dyslexia?

Dyslexia is a learning difference that can affect the development of reading and spelling skills. Students with dyslexia
may find it difficult to:

recognise and remember letter—sound relationships

hear and manipulate the sounds in words

decode or read unfamiliar words

read accurately and fluently

spell words consistently
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1 remember and sequence information.

Dyslexia does not reflect a student's intelligence, creativity or potential. With appropriate teaching and support,
students can develop their literacy skills and experience success.

What is dyscalculia?
Dyscalculia is a learning difference that affects a person's ability to understand and work with numbers and
mathematical concepts. A student with dyscalculia may experience difficulty with:
1 recognising and understanding numbers and quantities
remembering number facts
understanding mathematical symbols and vocabulary
counting and sequencing numbers
estimating amounts or measurements
learning mathematical procedures and strategies
telling the time or working with money.
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Like dyslexia, dyscalculia is not related to intelligence. Students may be highly capable in many areas while requiring
additional support to develop mathematical understanding.

How can schools and families help?

Early identification and targeted support can make a significant difference. Helpful strategies may include:
1 explicit and systematic teaching

breaking learning into small, achievable steps

regular opportunities for practice and revision

using visual, hands-on and concrete materials

providing additional time when needed

celebrating effort, progress and individual strengths

maintaining open communication between school and families

=A =4 =4 =4 -4 -4

At school, our focus is on recognising each student's individual learning needs and providing appropriate adjustments
and targeted teaching to support progress.

A strengths-based approach

Students with dyslexia or dyscalculia have unique strengths, interests and abilities. With understanding, encouragement
and evidence-informed support, all students can build confidence and develop the skills they need to become successful
learners.

If you have concerns about your child's progress in literacy or mathematics, please speak with their classroom teacher.
Working together, families and schools can identify appropriate next steps and provide the support each child needs.

Sport and Camps Coordinator (F-12) - Nathan Sachse

Year 7 Black Ranges Volleyball

Last week, our Year 7 students travelled to Horsham to compete in the Black Ranges Volleyball competition. With only
four players available on the day, the team knew they would be facing a tough challenge against some of the larger
schools.

Despite this, the students showed incredible determination and proved that they were more than capable of competing
with the bigger schools. In their first game against St. B’s, the team lost in straight sets. However, they bounced back
strongly in their next match against Stawell, pushing the game all the way to a third set and narrowly losing by just five
points.

In their final game against Horsham, the team once again fought hard, taking the match to a third set and narrowly
missing out by just two points. To take a set from both Stawell and Horsham was an amazing achievement and a real
reflection of the team’s effort and determination.

The students were extremely proud of their performances and were surprised by just how well they competed on the
day. Their attitude throughout the competition was fantastic, and they consistently encouraged and supported one
another.



A huge well done to all four students on an outstanding effort. You should be incredibly proud of the way you
represented our school!

A special thank you to Sam Gawith for assisting on the day. Your support was greatly appreciated.
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From The Teaching and Learning Team

Director of Learning & Teaching (Primary) - Grace Coustley

All the primary staff, and some secondary staff, completed a Literacy PD the other week and it again highlighted the
importance of students reading on a daily basis. Reading is a tricky skill as it encompasses a lot of different parts. First,
we must be able to read the words in front of us- this in itself has many different areas. Learning to read the words is
just one step, we then need to build up how fluently we can read, as this then helps us to make meaning of what we are
reading.

Classes have all been practicing learning to read with growing fluency. In the F-2 areas we have been sending home
books or passages of text in the aim of students building their fluency. Over time, with this practice, it has been great to
see students reading fluently. This has also resulted in us seeing students being able to retell what has happened in a
story and answer both factual and inferential questions about the text.

Therefore, | highly encourage students to continue to practice reading daily at home as it helps to develop their reading
for fluency. Furthermore, asking your child to retell what they have read about would also assist in their reading
comprehension. For students reading longer texts, such as chapter books, this could be retelling key events from the
chapter or a few pages.



Instructional Practice Coach - Dr Cindy Thompson

VCE Revision Lectures

Murtoa College has organised access to online revision lectures for Unit 3/4 VCE students in the lead-up to their exams,
providing an additional opportunity to revise key content and strengthen their exam preparation. We strongly
encourage students to participate and make use of these resources, as consistent preparation can help reduce exam-
related stress, build confidence and support them to achieve their best possible results.

Most lectures are provided by ACED and students will receive a unique access link via email 24 hours before the
webinar. The associated notes booklets will be posted to the school for teachers to distribute.

Students of Revolutions (History) and Legal Studies will receive information from their subject teachers about how to
access revision lectures for these subjects.

Subject Date Time
Revolutions 13 September Asynchronous
(Video will be released on this day)
Math Methods (ACED) Sunday 20 September | 4-7 pm
Psychology (ACED) Friday 25 September 1-4pm
General Mathematics (ACED) Sunday 25 September | 9-12 noon
English (ACED) Tuesday 29 September | 4 -7 pm
Legal Studies Saturday 3 October 10-1:30 pm
Biology (ACED) Sunday 4 October 12:30-3:30 pm
Physical Education (ACED) Saturday 10 October 12:30-3:30 pm
Health & Human Development (ACED) | Sunday 11 October 4-7pm

Year 3 to 10 Mathematics Practice at Home
Strong numeracy skills are important not only at school, but also in everyday life. Regular practice helps students develop
confidence, accuracy and fluency with mathematical skills. Our online learning platforms provide valuable opportunities
for students to practise independently, while also allowing teachers to identify individual areas for development and
assign targeted activities to address these needs.

Years 3—-6 — Matific
Year 3-6 students have access to Matific, which provides an engaging way to practise key numeracy skills, including
times tables, as well as complete activities assigned by their teachers.

Years 7-10 — IXL Mathematics

Year 7-10 students have access to IXL Mathematics. Teachers can assign activities to consolidate learning covered in
class. Students can also complete diagnostic questions, allowing IXL to identify areas for development and generate
targeted recommendations. This provides students with opportunities to build confidence in mathematical skills from
previous years that they may not yet have mastered.

Students are encouraged to use these platforms regularly to consolidate key mathematical skills. If you require your
student's login details, please contact their Mathematics teacher.

When supporting your student with Mathematics at home, please encourage them to complete calculations without a
calculator unless the activity specifically allows or requires one. Students need to develop fluency and confidence when
working with whole numbers, fractions and decimals without relying on a calculator.



VCE - VM Coordinator - Anthony Buttigieg

The VM space has been in full swing over the past few weeks, with our Year 12 students getting closer to the completion
of their schooling journey. As part of their Unit 4 PDS studies, students have been busy planning, creating and running
their own community event. Last week, they put their planning into action by hosting a lunchtime Bingo event, which
was enjoyed by students across the school. It was fantastic to see the students working together, taking on different
responsibilities and putting their planning and teamwork skills into practice.

As a quick reminder, some students and families may have recently received correspondence from the school regarding
outstanding tasks. In order to successfully complete their units, students are required to complete all set work. If you
have any questions or concerns regarding outstanding work, please don't hesitate to contact either myself or Mr.Bray.

Future Pathways — Year 9

Our Year 9 students have also recently had the opportunity to explore their future pathways by attending the ‘Future
Me’ program at St Brigid's, run by Deakin University. Students participated in a range of activities designed to help
prepare them for the workforce and develop an understanding of the skills and qualities employers are looking for.

The day concluded with students interviewing members of the public about their career pathways, their current roles
and how they arrived at where they are today. This provided students with a valuable opportunity to hear real-world
experiences and consider the many different pathways available to them in the future.

A big thank you to Deakin University and St Brigid's for having us, and to Mrs.Hagedorn for joining the students and
supporting them throughout the day.

Pathways to Possibilities Expo

Our Koorie students have also recently attended the Goolum Goolum Pathways to Possibilities Expo. The event provided
students with a fantastic opportunity to explore a range of future career pathways through hands-on experiences,
conversations with university representatives and interactive activities.

Students were able to gain an insight into different trades, tertiary education options and career opportunities, helping
them to see what their future could look like across a range of industries and pathways.

A big thank you to Goolum Goolum for running such a valuable event and to Charlotte Ball for accompanying and
supporting our students on the day



From The Front Office and Services Team

Digital Platforms & Services Manager - Vincent Liao

BRING YOUR
OWN DEVICE

As students prepare to begin Year 7 next year, families are encouraged to start considering the purchase of a suitable
BYOD laptop. Having a device ready before the start of the school year will help students settle into secondary learning
and confidently participate in classroom activities and digital learning from the very beginning.

Learning With Technologies (LWT), the supplier used through the BYOD portal, also offers a layby option to assist
families in gradually paying off a laptop over time prior to collection.
BYOD LWT Portal

Families are also encouraged to shop around at local stores and compare prices to find the best option and value.

Please review the recommended device requirements and FAQs before purchasing a device. This information can be
found on our BYOD webpage:

Murtoa College BYOD Information Page



https://mc.orderportal.com.au/
https://murtoacollege.vic.edu.au/byod/

Business Manager/Office - Jenny Huebner

Second Hand Uniform
If you have any surplus Murtoa College uniform in your cupboards at home we would be thankful of your donation for
our second hand uniform room. We are always giving out second hand uniform, especially on these wet days!

Payment Options for Camps and Excursions
Your child's permission form includes details of the camp or excursion costs, along with the date by which payment must
be finalised. To ensure your child is able to attend, all payments must be completed before the camp or excursion.

The following payment options are available:

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)

If you are eligible and would like to use your CSEF entitlement, please tick the CSEF box on the top right-hand corner of
the permission form to authorise the school to apply these funds to the camp. If you are unsure whether you have CSEF
funds available, please contact the school office.

School Saving Bonus (SSB)
Some families may still have School Saving Bonus funds available to use towards camps and excursions. If you are unsure
of your available balance, please contact the school office.

Direct Deposit, EFTPOS or BPAY
Payments can be made using direct deposit, EFTPOS or BPAY.
Your family's unique BPAY details can be found on your family statement.

For direct deposit, please use the following bank details:

BSB: 063 724
Account Number: 1002 6892

Please include your family name and "Camp" as the payment reference.

Regular Payment Plan

Families are welcome to make regular payments towards upcoming camps throughout the year. Payments can be
deposited into the school bank account using your family name and "Camp" as the payment reference. Funds will be

allocated to your child's camp amount.

If you have any questions about payment options or would like to discuss a payment arrangement, please don't hesitate
to contact the school office. We are happy to assist.

Information Services (Library) - Jenny Reading

BOOK WEEK August 24 — 28

To kick start our celebration of language and stories | thought we would introduce the father of nonsense poetry
(limericks), alphabets and numbers — Edward Lear (1812 —’88) acclaimed artist, illustrator, author and poet.

Can you write a limerick? A limerick is a humorous poem with five lines and a rhyme scheme of AABBA. with the first,
second and fifth lines rhyme, while the third and fourth ones are shorter and share a different rhyme.(see example

opposite).

Or maybe enjoy writing some nonsense alphabets like these from Edward Lear:
B B was once a little Bear, Beary! Wary! Hairy! Beary! Taky cary! Little Bear!

B B was a book With binding of blue, And pictures and stories For me and for you. b Nice little book!

Premier’s Reading Challenge
The reading challenge finishes in just over a month on Friday Sept 3.
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Parents Association
Group (PAG)

Connect. Contribute. Strengthen our school wm&unity.

Every school thrives when families and educators work together.

’ \
PAG is a welcoming community where your voice matters,
your ideas are valued, and your
involvement makes a real difference.
Stronger -
together ‘ 3
: N /-
for our kids |8 = <
D
° Stay informed
E Know about events and initiatives.
e @ Have a voice
Share ideas and feedback.
o fQ&Q\ Build connections \
Meet other parents and carers. \
o RE Support education !
Show that education matters. \
e (D) Make a real impact
N\ Help with events, fundraising and programs.

@ Get Mvolved toda# ‘@// Scan oor-e info

Flexible involvement: attend meetings, help at events, or
simply stay informed. No special experience is needed.

Complete the registration form on the PAG webpage and
send it to pag@murtoacollege.vic.edu.au, or hand it in at
school reception.

Volunteer WWCC required: a valid Working With Children
Check - Volunteer is required. It is free to apply through Murtoa College Parents
Service Victoria. Association Group

/r) Reception can assist with forms and questions Q?

murtoacollege.vic.edu.au/parent-association-group

Please view our flyer for the amazing book fair

we are organising for the Sunday October 4th
Murtoa Big weekend. B O O K
[ ]

It is a great opportunity for organisations to
hold a stall to sell unwanted books games and
puzzles for a $15 site fee.

All profits from site fee and gold coin donation
will go towards our Murtoa Secondary College
library. SUNDAY OCTOBER 4™

® Books

® Puzzles and Gomes
* New items

¢ Second-hand items

GOLD COIN DONATION ENTRY

10am-3pm Murtoa Hall, Duncan St
Cash ONLY as cash is KING

*All donations will go to Murtoa College Library

All registration/stall holder applications please email:

pag@murtoacollege.vic.edu.au
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Uriting Wimmera & seeting sxpressces of indecest from
d carwrs of chiidren aged 4 months to § yuars to
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Deliverad by trarwd Early Holp Practitioners
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90 minutes aach

A free, sndence-based program designed 1o strangthen Fréee to atte
the érmotoral bond Detween you and your child

Contact us
earlyhelp@vt.uniting.org

Learn more

Parenting
for Big
Behaviours

Hosted by Rebecca Challoner, Writer, Presenter and Trainer
on ADHD, Neurodivergence, Behaviour and Mental Health.

Register Here!

Join us for a practical, evidence-based workshop supporting parents and
carers of children aged 3-10 experiencing ADHD-related behaviours and
emotional regulation challenges.

Learn simple, effective strategies to better understand “big behaviours,”
support emotional regulation and strengthen your relationship with your
child.

This free workshop is designed to reduce barmers 1o accessing support
and provide families with practical teols they can use at home straight
away.

You vall gain

Practical behaviour support strategies

Tools for emotional regulation

Insights into challenging behaviours
Confidence in responding to difficult moments

Suitable for parents and carers seeking supportive, real-world strategies.

Where: Horsham (venue to be confirmed pending final numbers)
When: Wednesday 24th June

Time: Tpm-3pm

Cost: FREE

Spots are limited <o be sure to register.

Contact us
earlyhelp@vt.uniting.org
(03) 5362 4000

Learn more
unitingvictas.org.au



Uniting

Could respite foster caring
be for you?

Respite foster carers provide care on weekends or during school holidays,
offering children a safe, welcoming place to stay while giving foster and
kinship families time to rest and recharge.

Whether it's once a month or during holiday periods, the benefits and
connections are significant.

If you would like to learn more get in touch.

Call 1800 543 779 OR visit unitingvictas.org.au/foster-care

% CENTRE for
PARTICIPATION

In November 2025 Centre for Participation established the
Wimmera Food Security Program to assist local emergency
relief providers to support people in financial hardship.

We deliver to over 20 organisations who then
support more than 400 hundred people across the Wimmera
every week.

We are seeking financial support to be able to continue this

service, including purchasing fresh fruit and vegetables, which
emergency relief providers often struggle to get donated.

Tax deductible donationscan be made through our website and

For more information, feel free to call 0407 864 036 or email
pablo@centreforparticipation.org.au




HORSHAM LAWN TENNIS CLUB

TENNIS

COME AND JOIN US FOR THE UPCOMING SEASON
BEGINNERS WELCOME

Hot Shots
Match Play
Junior Comp
“Senior Comp

A family friendly club with 24 grass courts
located at the botanical gardens

Names by
Monday 31 August

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Carmel Beattie 0427 536 527 (Jnr Girls Teams)

Laurie Liston 0438 528 330 (Jnr Boys & Jnr Open Teams)

Kerrie Duxson 0427131373 (Jnr Match Play 5 & 6)

Brett Thompson 0417 347246 (Seniors & Jnr Hot Shots)
Follow us on Facebook f

&)

Help us support
exchange students

» All Shapes and Sizes Families

e Students aged 15-17

» $100 per week per hosted student
» Term to Year programs

(ConNTAct u5 N

(03) 9598 4733
inbound@wep.org
@wep.welcomes.australia

join our free online
group chat

supporting a LGBTQIA+ Young Person Topics may Include:

June marks Pride Month, a time to recognise
and celebrate LGBTQIA+ communities. Having
supportive adults in a young person's life can
play a major role in helping them feel seen, safe,
and understood.

entity means to them
o5 supporting LGBTQIA+

Join our free, online text-based group chat to
connect with other adults, share experiences, Regis
and explore ways to support LGBTQIA+ young
people, while building a greater understanding of
the challenges they may face.

'f'or an Exchénge Student

e joy of cultural &
amily, you'll provide




Wimmera After-School Program offers
young people with disabilities a safe and
supportive space to connect, learn new

skills, and explore their community.

Creative Art & Craft
Outdoor Activities
Card and Board Games
Snacks Provided welcome

Primary and

7 ﬁg In‘l:t}a_ raFted

Express interest:
0458 633 104
info@integratedlifestylesupport.com.au

VENUE '."l BANDS,
MAY PARK, HORSHAM
M WANIEY soig ammists,
SEPTEMBER 18TH AND I“'Sl
CURATED BY EXPRESSIONS OF
HRCC YOUTH COUNCIL INTEREST ARE NOW OPEN
AND AMPLIFY COMMITTEE TO PLAY AT OUR
‘l“aff 5 UPCOMING OPEN-AIR
CUNCERT

REGISTER EXPRESSION OF INTEREST VIA:
HTTPS://FORM.JOTFORM.COM/HORSHAMYOUTH/PERFORMER-EOI

secondary ages

( ¥ TENNIS CLUB

NEWASEASO!

VWEAWANISYOU!

We are looking for new players to
gy, Jjoin us for the upcoming season.
XA&¥’ Please register your interest

before August 24" for the CWTA

junior and senior competition

For more information please call:

Sue Exell — 0409 257 256

Sharon Robertson — 0438 325 122
SCAN ME

We will also be running the Hot
Shots program for new kids in
October this year. Get in eaﬂyf
(Ages 4+) IS

S
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2VOX VOLUMEZ2 |
ournowr ||

HORSHAM

Youth

» original artwork

+ photography (AKA HORSHAM'S

* photo essays NEWEST YOUTH ZINE)
« flash fiction (stories

under 500 words)

* essays

« reviews - eats, movies,
music

« interviews

» original comics & mini
graphic stories

« rants

» thoughts & opinions

« reports on local events

« hobbies & interests % Publication in 2VOX is at the discretion of the editorial team

« event promotion

s s ok (’ HORSHAM ’ NI{;{I{[)R!:;KI-IAM

Youth




ii‘ *nationall" - - - weekaDa6y

15 - 23 AUGUST

. WEEK

Storytime &

SCIENCE - )¢

scienceweek.net.au Q,
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After School Activities

RUPANYUP
Tuesday 18" August

10am Storytime

PATCHEWOLLOCK
10.30am All
WARRACKNABEAL

HOPETOUN
Thursday 20" August
10am S’roryhme
1:30am Kindergarten

For more information:
libraries@yarriambiack.vic.gov.au

M 0353981270

Children under 10 years to be accomanied by an adult

3.530pm Affer School Session
Tuesday ¥ September

Wed nesdc?' 19" August
Age Session

Wednesday 19" August
3:30pm After School Session

This National Science Week project is
~ supported by the Australian Government”.

s Inspiring ¢

An Australian Gevernmest Laltiative

WOOMELANG
Tuesday 25" August
3.30pm Affer School Session

BEULAH

Wednesday 26™ August
10am Storytime

3:30pm Atter School Session

MURTOA

Thursday 27™ August
10am Stor thme
3:30pm Atter School Session

MINYIP

Friday 28™ August
10am Storytime
lpm All Age Session




STOPMOTION  *STATION
ANIMATION WORKSHOPS | o

Every Wednesdayf
beginning 12" August:

“DURING SCHOUI. TERMS;

BYO device wnth Smpf
Motion (free)app mstalled;
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Build with
dad, grab

a snag

Father’s Day
Family Event

Thursday 3rd September

Food offering may differ store to store,
check your local store booking page for more details.

Activities and fun for the whole family

6:00pm - 8:00pm | Don’t miss out,

register now!
Join us at our Fathers gay family event!
Excitement includes but not limited to
Tiny goats and co, Fanlasy faces face painting. Community

up displays. fundraising and awareness lables, Father'

hoemed cralt, Emergoncy services, gamaes. sausao:

szzle and much more

BUNN INGS




PPY FAIR

Bunnings is giving you the chance to win a
$50 gift voucher in our colouring competition.

There will be 3 winners announced per store. To go in the drow io win, simply colour in the scene

above and deliver it to your local store by pm Sunday &th September 2026. The winners will be
nofified by Friday 11th September 2026 by phone. Good luck and have fun!

B = Campalibicn is opan b agai op he and including 12 veers abd. * | anliy limil g parien. ® | udge’s dacdian i bnal & ra ceraspandanta
will s aibarded nlo. * Bunmngd aigd e, dugphan L hair lemilio am naligede b ashai. ® Bunnngd callecs and mamnagas poul paitons
iersmelion in sooordanca with auf Privesy Pokey, Dur Prissacy Pelicy con B fund al wis'w Bunningd com. ouyf privecye-pabey. ® Ogen e anlanls

faiding in Awlnalio enlyg. ® This promolsd id elfaiaa ke Bunfings Greup Limikd (i Ausiake) witheul any andarairan], spardedihip, odmimdliclias

First Name: Age:

Parent/Guardian Phone:

AUNNINGS
“warehouse |



