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TERM 3 4th August STUDENT FREE DAY – No classes running 

 28th August Casual Dress Day 

 1st – 4th September Year 8 Camp 

 18th September Term 3 Ends and Casual Clothes Day 
 

Please note - this year our College Newsletters will be published every three (3) weeks, commencing in Week 3 of each 
Term. Communications with families will also be supported for individual students or classes or year levels via Compass 
Newsposts or Compass Messages throughout the 2026 school year. Each published Newsletter is available in hardcopy 
(available from the Front Office) or digitally (via Compass and on the College Website https://murtoacollege.vic.edu.au/ 
in the ‘Our College’ section. 
 

From The Principal Team 
Principal – Dr Bec Carter 
 
A warm welcome back for Term 3! It has been wonderful to see students settle into Term 3 so 
smoothly, arriving ready to learn and bringing great energy back into our classrooms. A big 
congratulations to our whole school community for such a positive start. 
 
This Term we are welcoming 12 new students and their families to our Murtoa College learning 
community across both our primary and secondary schools. We are also very excited to welcome 
Julie Doyle to our secondary senior English teaching team. Julie is joining us from the beginning of 
Week 4 in our upper secondary classes and secondary literacy intervention space. Welcome Julie! 
 
For Term 3, we will continue to maintain high expectations around organisation, work ethic, and 
punctuality, as established routines play an important role in supporting positive learning 
outcomes. To help support conversations at home, we encourage families to regularly access the 
Compass Lesson Plans for their child/ren. These provide a valuable overview of what has been 
taught, what is coming up, and what students need to bring or prepare for each lesson.  
 
If you have any questions about your child’s learning, please remember that both their subject 
teachers and Student Connect Homeroom teacher can be contacted easily through the Compass 
app. 
 

Reminder - Student Free Day Tuesday 4 August 
Please be reminded that all teachers are attending the Wimmera South West Literacy Conference 
on Tuesday 4 August. This is a School Council Approved professional learning opportunity for our 
staff. There are no formal classes or buses running for students on this day. 
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Celebrating 100 Days of School 
This morning, our 2026 Year 12 students proudly presented our Foundation students as they celebrated their first 100 
days of school. It was a wonderful moment of connection between our youngest and oldest students, recognising an 
exciting milestone in the Foundation students’ learning journey. 
 

 
 

Murtoa College Secures Teachers Initiative Grant! 
We are delighted to share some exciting news for our school community! 
 
Our new Secondary Mathematics teacher, Belinda Carlyon, has successfully secured $1,800 through the Teachers 
Initiative Program to bring an innovative mathematics project to life: Measuring the Murtoa Stick Shed: A Living Maths 
Laboratory. 
 
This is an outstanding achievement, with the project selected from 176 applications submitted by educators across 
Victoria. Murtoa College was one of only 23 schools chosen to receive funding. 
 
Belinda's project will transform the iconic Murtoa Stick Shed into a real-world mathematics learning environment, giving 
students the opportunity to explore measurement, geometry, scale, problem-solving, and mathematical thinking in an 
authentic local context. By connecting classroom learning with one of our region's most significant landmarks, students 
will experience mathematics in a practical and meaningful way. 
 
The Teachers Initiative Program recognised not only the quality of Belinda's proposal but also the dedication involved in 
designing innovative learning opportunities for students despite the many demands placed on educators. 
 
Representatives from the Teachers Initiative Program will visit the school during Term 3 to officially present the grant 
and celebrate this outstanding achievement with staff. 
Congratulations to Belinda on this well-deserved success. We are excited to see this project come to life and look forward 
to sharing the learning journey and its benefits with our students and the wider school community. 
 
Congratulations Belinda! 
 

Murtoa College Winner - Legacy Junior Public Speaking Award! 
A huge congratulations to Lyra Reardon (Year 9), who was named the winner of the 
2026 Legacy Junior Public Speaking Award Competition, held in Horsham on 21 July. 
 
Representing Murtoa College, Lyra delivered an outstanding performance, impressing 
the judges with her confidence, preparation, and public speaking skills.  
 
Winning this prestigious competition is a significant achievement and reflects the 
dedication and effort she has invested in developing her communication abilities. 
 



The Legacy Junior Public Speaking Award provides students with an excellent opportunity to build confidence, 
strengthen their presentation skills, and engage thoughtfully with important topics. Lyra's success is a wonderful 
reflection of her hard work and commitment. 
 
We are incredibly proud of Lyra's achievement and congratulate her on this well-deserved success. She represented 
Murtoa College with distinction, and we look forward to seeing what she accomplishes next. 
 

Prep Bags 2027 Design Competition Now Open 
 

 
 
The Department of Education is inviting current Prep students at Victorian government schools to enter its Prep bags 
2027 design competition. 
 
This is an exciting opportunity for your child to showcase their creativity for a chance to see their design featured on the 
front of next year’s Prep bags. These will be given to thousands of students starting Prep at a Victorian government 
school next year. 
 
How to take part  
Designs must reflect the theme – My year of Prep. 
 
Submissions can be either hand drawn or digitally designed. It must be your child’s original work. Drawings must be in 
black marker on white paper. Digital designs must be in black on a white background.  You can upload your child’s 
submission as either a JPEG or PNG file. 
 
Entries close at 11:59 pm on Sunday 9 August 2026. 
 
To access the competition guidelines and design template, refer to Prep bags 2027 design competition.  The department 
will judge all entries, with the winner announced later this year. 
 
Find out more 
For more information, refer to Prep bags 2027 design competition. For further enquiries, contact the department’s 
Communications Division by email: backtoschool@education.vic.gov.au 
 
 

Murtoa College Joins The Big Bird Project! 
 

 
 
Murtoa College is proud to accept an invitation from Murtoa’s Big Weekend Committee to participate in The (Big!) Bird 
Project, an exciting community initiative celebrating Murtoa’s abundant and diverse birdlife. 
 
In the lead-up to Murtoa’s Big Weekend, from 2 to 4 October 2026, students will take part in bird observation challenges 
and create bird-inspired artwork, origami, illustrations and photography. Their completed work will form part of a 
community display in the windows of the Murtoa Mechanics Hall and at the Water Tower Museum. 
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Students of all ages will have the opportunity to get involved. Younger students may create colourful bird designs using 
paper plates, while others can explore pre-printed origami designs featuring local birds or research and create their own. 
Students may also enter the illustration and photography challenge. 
 
Key submission dates are: 

• Bird Observation Challenge sheets: Monday 31 August 
• Bird creations, illustrations and photographs: Friday 11 September 

 
We are delighted that our students have been invited to contribute to this wonderful local project as it provides an 
engaging opportunity to learn more about our environment, celebrate creativity and contribute to one of Murtoa’s 
major community events. 
 
We are very much looking forward to seeing the birds our students observe, photograph, illustrate and create! 
 

More options for your child in years 10 to 12 
Senior secondary education in Victoria has changed. Since they were introduced in 2023, more students each year are 
choosing new vocational and applied learning pathways for their final years of school.  
 
If you have a child in Year 9 or 10, join these evening webinars hosted by Parents Victoria to learn about the new 
pathways. 
 
There will be time at the end of each webinar for your questions. If you register, you’ll receive a recording of the webinar 
and the presentation slides by email. 

 
Webinar on the VCE Vocational Major 
The VCE Vocational Major (VCE VM) is a 2-year applied learning program. It supports students to pursue their goals and 
aspirations with confidence, and provides them with skills and knowledge for work and life. 
 
Last year, 30,460 students participated in VCE VM studies – nearly 4,000 more than in 2024. 
 
Join this webinar to hear from the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) and Department of Education 
about the VCE Vocational Major program and studies, as well as VET in the VCE. 
 
Webinar details: 

• Topic: VCE Vocational Major and VCE VET 
• When: 7:30-8:15 pm Monday 10 August 2026 
• How to join: Register through Webex 

 
For more information about the VCE Vocational Major, visit: About the VCE Vocational Major Webinar on the Victorian 
Pathways Certificate. 
 
The Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) is a flexible Year 11 and 12 course designed for a small number of students 
who, for a range of reasons, are not able or ready to undertake the VCE (including the VCE Vocational Major). 
 
Suitability for the VPC is based on agreement between the student, their parents and their school. Last year, 5,114 
students participated in the VPC. 
 
Join this webinar to hear from the VCAA and Department of Education about the VPC and learn more. 

• Topic: Victorian Pathways Certificate 
• When: 7:30-8:15 pm Tuesday 11 August 2026 
• How to join: Register through Webex 

 
For more information about the VPC, read more here: About the Victorian Pathways Certificate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://eduvic.webex.com/weblink/register/r60a8617aba11c87abbdde4043fa73509
https://www.vic.gov.au/about-the-vce-vocational-major
https://eduvic.webex.com/weblink/register/r89266964644e494306cc0b928a0550ec
https://www.vic.gov.au/about-the-victorian-pathways-certificate


 

Positive Parenting for Big Behaviours Workshop 
As reported in this week’s edition of The Weekly Advertiser, Uniting Wimmera is offering a practical, evidence-based 
workshop for parents and carers of school-aged children experiencing ADHD, anxiety and challenging behaviours. 
 
Positive Parenting for Big Behaviours will be held at the Horsham Golf Club on Wednesday 2 September. The two-hour 
session will be facilitated by writer, presenter and trainer Rebecca Calloner, who specialises in ADHD, neurodivergence, 
behaviour and mental health. 
 
The workshop will provide practical strategies to help caregivers: 

• better understand and respond to “big behaviours” 
• support children with emotional regulation 
• manage school refusal and anxiety-related behaviours 
• develop a stronger understanding of ADHD and anxiety 
• build positive and supportive relationships with their children. 

 
The session is designed to help parents and carers feel more confident using realistic strategies that can be applied in 
everyday situations. 
 
Cost: FREE 
 
Spots are limited so be sure to register by the 18th August. 
 
Find out more by contacting earlyhelp@vt.uniting.org (03) 5362 4000 or learn more at unitingvictas.org.au or by visiting: 
https://3wm.com.au/events/positive-parenting-for-big-behaviours/ 
 

DonateLife Week 
DonateLife Week started on Sunday 26 July and runs until Sunday 2 August 2026. This is a public awareness week 
encouraging more Australians to support organ and tissue donation.   Anyone in Australia aged 16 and over can register 
on the Australian Organ Donor Register to be an organ and tissue donor. It only takes one minute to register.  Organ and 
tissue donation can save and change the lives of people who, in many cases, are seriously ill or dying. To read stories of 
people who have received donations, refer to Donation stories on the DonateLife website. 
 
Thanks very much everyone, 
 
Dr Bec Carter - Principal 
 
 

Meals on Wheels Report – Mark Arrowsmith 
 
This term Murtoa College Year Twos will be 
helping out with Meal on Wheels. 
 
On this occasion Hunter, Pippa, Frankie and 
Chloe had the opportunity to deliver a 
birthday cake baked by Gil at SLAAM District 
Neighbourhood House for Mrs Schache. 
 
Murtoa College would like to wish Mrs Elsa 
Schache a very happy 100th Birthday. 
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From The Student Engagement & Wellbeing Team 
 
Mental Health in Primary Schools Coordinator (MHIPS) – Allyssa Wilson 
 
 

 
 
Healthy Foods, Healthy Minds 
At Murtoa College, we know that healthy food helps children feel their best, stay focused and make the most of every 
school day. 
 
To support learning and wellbeing, we have introduced a small change across our Primary School. Students now enjoy 
something to eat before morning recess and before lunch. 
 
Having a chance to refuel before heading outside helps children have the energy they need for active play and supports 
them to return to the classroom ready to learn. 
 
We also continue to enjoy a daily fruit snack at 10:00 am in each primary classroom. If you're packing fruit or vegetables 
for your child, a few small things can make our fruit break run smoothly: 

• Include a piece of fruit or some vegetables each day. 
• If possible, cut larger fruit into bite-sized pieces. 
• Packing the fruit snack in a separate container from lunch makes it easy for children to find and enjoy during 

our fruit break. 
 
Every family packs lunchboxes differently, and we simply encourage including enough food to keep your child fuelled 
throughout the day. A balanced lunchbox can help support concentration, learning, energy levels and overall wellbeing. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support in helping our students build healthy habits for both healthy bodies and healthy 
minds. 
 
 

Student Wellbeing Coordinator – Charlotte Ball 
 

Lunchtime Clubs 
This term Murtoa College introduced Chess Club on Thursday 
lunchtimes. The Chess Club was a hit and it was wonderful seeing so 
many students joining in on the fun. As the term progresses, we aim to 
create more lunchtime clubs of a different variety. At the College, we 
endeavour to include students in decisions when possible, therefore, 
soon a survey will be released to the students so they can choose what 
sort of clubs they would like to see at the school. 
 
I am excited to work alongside Karen Gerbert to create lunchtime clubs 
for both primary and secondary to ensure age appropriate club 
activities. 
 
The benefits of lunchtime clubs: 

• a sense of personal empowerment and student voice 
• development of social and emotional skills 
• improved academic achievement 
• positive school climate and increased student sense of safety 
• reduction in bullying and playground behaviour incidents 

 

 
 
 
 



 
Food for Focus Program 
Our School Food for Focus Program is dedicated to ensuring that every student and family in our school community has 
access to nutritious food when they need it. We understand that circumstances can change unexpectedly, alongside the 
rising costs of living and our goal is to provide practical support with dignity, compassion, and respect. 
 
The program offers non-perishable food items and other essential pantry staples to students and families experiencing 
financial hardship or temporary challenges. Access to the food bank is confidential, with no judgment and no stigma 
attached to seeking assistance. 
 
If your family would like to access the Food for Focus Program, please call the front office and request to speak to 
Charlotte. All enquiries will be treated with care and confidentiality. 
 
We are able to deliver out to homes once a fortnight. 
 

Disability Inclusion Coordinator – Karen Gebert 
 
Understanding the NCCD 
 
What is the NCCD? 
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD) is a process that takes place in 
Australian schools each year.  Murtoa College is currently in the process of collating this data. 
 
The NCCD helps schools and education systems understand the number of students who receive ongoing adjustments 
because of disability, the types of adjustments they need, and the level of support required to help them participate in 
learning. 
 
What is a reasonable adjustment? 
A reasonable adjustment is a change or support that helps a student with disability access learning and participate in 
school activities on the same basis as their peers. 
 
Adjustments are different for every student and may include: 

• visual supports or written instructions 
• extra time to complete learning tasks or assessments 
• assistive technology 
• changes to the classroom environment 
• adjustments to teaching strategies 
• additional adult support 
• alternative ways to communicate or demonstrate learning 
• support to participate in excursions, camps and other school activities. 

 
Who may be included in the NCCD? 
Students may be included in the NCCD when they receive ongoing reasonable adjustments because of disability. This 
may include students with conditions such as autism, learning difficulties, physical or sensory disability, chronic health 
conditions, intellectual disability or mental health conditions. 
 
A formal diagnosis is not always required. The focus is on the adjustments a student needs to access and participate in 
education. 
 
What does this mean for my child? 
Being included in the NCCD is not a test and is not a judgement about your child's ability or academic performance. It is 
about recognising the support and adjustments that help your child participate and learn at school. 
 
The NCCD also contributes to Australian Government school funding arrangements for students with disability. Funding 
is provided to schools and education systems to support the educational needs of students. 
 
Working together 
Parents, guardians and carers play an important role in helping schools understand their child's strengths, needs and 
the adjustments that support them. 



If you have questions about your child's support or the NCCD, please speak with your child's teacher, learning support 
or inclusion team, or school leadership team. 
 
Together, we can help ensure every student has the support they need to learn, participate and thrive. 
 

Sport and Camps Coordinator (F-12) – Nathan Sachse 
 
Intermediate boys basketball 
 
On Thursday the 16th, the Year 9 and 10M boys travelled to Ararat to compete in the Intermediate Basketball 
competition. The team played five games throughout the day and, despite not recording a win, their effort and 
determination never wavered. 
 
The boys' teamwork improved with each game, demonstrating their ability to work together as a cohesive unit and 
support one another on the court. Their positive attitude and commitment were a credit to the school. 
 
A big thank you to Jo Hemley for volunteering her time to coach the team throughout the day. Her support and 
encouragement were greatly appreciated. Overall, it was a fantastic day of competition and learning, with everyone 
enjoying the experience. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
From The Teaching and Learning Team 
 

VCE – VM Coordinator – Anthony Buttigieg 
 
As we head into the final semester, it is all action in the VM space! It's hard to believe how quickly the year has flown 
by. 
 
Our Year 11 students are continuing to explore a wide range of learning areas and projects, while our Year 12 students 
are entering the final stage of their Vocational Major journey. It is an exciting and important time as they work towards 
completing their studies and preparing for their next steps beyond school. 
 
As we move through the remainder of the year, we would like to remind students and families of the importance of 
keeping up to date with coursework. To achieve a satisfactory ("S") result for each unit, students must successfully 
complete all required learning tasks set by their teachers. 
 
We encourage parents and carers to have a conversation with their child about any outstanding work and to support 
them in meeting upcoming deadlines. If you have any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact either 
myself or Mr. Bray. Working together, we can help ensure every student finishes the year successfully. 
 
 
 

From The Front Office and Services Team 
 
Digital Platforms & Services Manager – Vincent Liao 
 

Year 10 ICT 
Students have been enjoying learning Python programming with 
Raspberry Pi computers and Sense HATs. They created programs that 
measured temperature, humidity and air pressure using the Sense 
HAT’s built-in sensors. 
 
They then programmed the readings to scroll across the colourful LED 
matrix screen. It was a great hands-on way for students to see their 
coding come to life while building their skills in variables, loops and 
conditional statements. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
As students prepare to begin Year 7 next year, families are encouraged to start considering the purchase of a suitable 
BYOD laptop. Having a device ready before the start of the school year will help students settle into secondary learning 
and confidently participate in classroom activities and digital learning from the very beginning. 
 
Learning With Technologies (LWT), the supplier used through the BYOD portal, also offers a layby option to assist 
families in gradually paying off a laptop over time prior to collection. 
BYOD LWT Portal 
 
Families are also encouraged to shop around at local stores and compare prices to find the best option and value. 
 
Please review the recommended device requirements and FAQs before purchasing a device. This information can be 
found on our BYOD webpage: 
 
Murtoa College BYOD Information Page 
 

 
Business Manager/Office – Jenny Huebner 
 
Payment Arrangements for Horsham Bus Travellers 
 
Family Bus Fees for 2026 

• First child: $26 per week  
• Second child: $16 per week  
• Additional children: Travel free  

 
The Horsham bus is a privately operated service funded by Murtoa College, with a portion of the cost passed on to 
families. Murtoa College aims to keep costs as low as possible for our families, however a contribution is necessary to 
cover part of the bus service costs. 
 
Invoicing & Discounts 
Bus fees are invoiced during the first week of each term. 
 
A 10% discount applies when fees are paid within the first week of term. 
 
Payment Options 
We offer a range of convenient payment methods, including: 

• Direct Deposit  
• EFTPOS  
• BPAY  
• Centrepay regular deductions  

 
Families are encouraged to contact the College office to discuss regular payment arrangements if needed. 

https://mc.orderportal.com.au/
https://murtoacollege.vic.edu.au/byod/


 
Casual Bus Travel 
Casual travel on the Horsham bus may be available, depending on seat availability. 

• Cost: $5 per trip, one way 
• Students requiring a casual bus pass must always provide a note from home, including parent/carer contact 

details. 
 
 
 

Information Services (Library) – Jenny Reading 
 
 
 

 
BOOK WEEK August 24 – 28 
 
 
To kick start our celebration of language and stories I thought 
we would introduce the father of nonsense poetry (limericks), 
alphabets and numbers – Edward Lear (1812 – ’88) acclaimed 
artist, illustrator, author and poet. 
 
Can you write a limerick? A limerick is a humorous poem with 
five lines and a rhyme scheme of AABBA. with the first, second 
and fifth lines rhyme, while the third and fourth ones are 
shorter and share a different rhyme.(see example opposite). 
 
Or maybe enjoy writing some nonsense alphabets like these 
from Edward Lear: 
 

B B was once a little Bear, Beary! Wary! Hairy! Beary! Taky cary! Little Bear! 

B B was a book With binding of blue, And pictures and stories For me and for you. b Nice little book! 

 

Issue 5 Book Club 
Last date for orders was Friday 29th July. I have one more order to do and will finalise Friday. Apologies to anyone who 
has missed out. 
 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 
The reading challenge finishes in just over a month on Friday Sept 3. 
 
Six students have met the Challenge - four primary students and two year 8’s. We have a couple of others who are 
almost there. 
 
 

Out of Hours School Care (F-6) – Trina Gardy 
 

Welcome to Term 3 
At OSHC at the moment we are having lots of outside activities, and the kids are enjoying being outdoors, even though 
it’s still quite chilly. We have been doing some team challenges, where the kids are in their special groups and are going 
around the school with their iPad, finding quite a lot of interesting things and documenting them on the iPad. Each 
particular thing that they find is worth a point, so the more they find the better it is for their team. At the end of the 
challenge there will be a reward for the highest team with the most points, and oh boy the kids are excited about this. 
 
Also Thursday at the moment is cooking day, where we make little things that are easy for everyone to make, such as 
slices or biscuits, again the kids really enjoy this. 
 



Please feel free to call me anytime if you would like any information regarding the OSHC Program as we still have 
vacancies available.  
 
I have updated the OSHC Philosophy, with a little help from the kids. 
 
 

OSHC Philosophy Recipe 
 

From the children’s voices……… 
 

Ingredients: 
2 Big cups of Community 
2 heaped spoonfuls of Respect 
2 cups of Inclusion 
1 cup of Integrity 
A handful of friendship 
A sprinkle of laughter 
Lots of imagination and creativity 
Endless opportunities to play, explore and relax 
Children, Educators, Families and community members working together 
  

Method: 
1. Start with a welcoming space, where everyone feels safe, valued and belongs. 

2. Mix in plenty of respect by listening to each other’s ideas, celebrating our differences, 

and caring for people, places and things. 

3. Add generous amounts of inclusion, so everyone can join in, make choices and feel 

accepted for who they are. 

4. Stir through community by connecting with our families, school and local community, 

helping us learn from one another and build meaningful relationships. 

5. Carefully fold in integrity by being honest, fair and responsible for our actions. 

6. Pour in lots of opportunities for play and leisure, because we learn best when we have 

fun. Follow our interests, trying new things and having fun with our friends. 

7. Sprinkle with curiosity, confidence and independence, helping us and encouraging us to 

solve problems and discover what makes us unique. 

8. Let everything grow through kindness, laughter and shared experiences every day. 

9. Add a special ingredient. 

10. Listen carefully to our ideas, dreams and interests, because when our voices are heard, 

we help create exciting adventures, and a place that truly belongs to us. 

 

Serving Suggestion: 
Serve daily in a play and leisure-based environment, where children’s voices are heard, choices 
are respected, and every child is empowered to grow and thrive. 
 
At OSHC, we like to play, create, explore and relax. We want everyone to feel welcome, included, 
and respected. We work together, make good choices, care for each other and have fun. Our 
OSHC is a place where we belong, our ideas matter, and we can be ourselves. 

 
 

 



 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

  



  



  



 

 

 

 
 
 


