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TERM 2 5th June Student Free Day 

 11th June Year 7 & 10 Immunisations 

 16th June GAT  

 26th June Term 2 Ends  CASUAL DRESS 

TERM 3 13th July Start of Term 3 
 

Please note - this year our College Newsletters will be published every three (3) weeks, commencing in Week 3 of each 
Term. Communications with families will also be supported for individual students or classes or year levels via Compass 
Newsposts or Compass Messages throughout the 2026 school year. Each published Newsletter is available in hardcopy 
(available from the Front Office) or digitally (via Compass and on the College Website https://murtoacollege.vic.edu.au/ 
in the ‘Our College’ section. 
 

From The Principal Team 
Assistant Principal (Student Voice & Management) – Shaun Bray 

Attitudes to School Survey 
The Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS) is an annual Department of Education survey that captures students’ 
attitudes to and experiences at government schools. 
 
All government schools must participate in AtoSS, providing the opportunity for students from Year 4 to Year 12 
to complete the survey. The survey provides data that helps the department understand student perspectives of 
their school and to improve the schooling experience. 
 
Data collected includes how students feel in relation to their school, their learning, peer relationships, resilience, 
bullying, health and wellbeing, physical activity, and life in general. 
 
Data from the survey are used to inform school improvement and planning to support student learning and 
wellbeing. 
 
Our Grade Four to Year 12 students are completing this survey between Thursday 4th June and Friday 12th June. 

 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Matrix and Positive Behaviour Compass Chronicles 
School-wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) is a globally recognised, evidence-based framework that helps 
schools create safe, positive, and inclusive environments where students and staff can thrive. 

 
SWPBS helps schools to: 

• increase respectful and positive behaviour 

• strengthen social and emotional wellbeing 

• reduce classroom disruptions and increase learning time 

• build positive, respectful relationships between students and staff 

• create safe, orderly, and supportive school environments. 
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Celebrating Positive Behaviour at Murtoa College 
Throughout Term 2, our SWPBS focus has been on recognising and celebrating the positive behaviours our students 
demonstrate in alignment with our school values of Respect, Inclusion, Community and Integrity. 
 
In Interpersonal Development (IPD) classes, students have been exploring what these values look like in practice and 
discussing ways they can demonstrate them in their daily school life. As part of this learning, students collaborated to 
identify and brainstorm examples of positive behaviours that reflect our values. The same activity was also completed 
by staff, and the combined feedback will be shared and discussed with the whole school community through upcoming 
IPD sessions. These behaviours will then be explicitly taught, reinforced and consistently encouraged across the school. 
 
When students receive a Positive Behaviour Compass Chronicle, this achievement will be visible to families through 
Compass. Looking ahead to Term 3, we are excited to introduce additional initiatives that will further recognise and 
reward the positive contributions our students make every day. 
 
Stay tuned for more details! 
 

 
 

Attendance Matters! 
At Murtoa College, we know that every school day counts. Regular attendance is a key factor in supporting students’ 
learning, wellbeing, and sense of belonging within our school community. Being present each day helps students stay 
engaged with their learning, develop positive relationships with peers and staff, and make the most of the opportunities 
available to them. 
 
We would like to remind families that if you are planning a family holiday during term time, or if your child will be absent 
for an extended period for any reason, please contact your Student Connect Coordinator (SCC) as early as possible. By 
working together, we can help ensure your child remains connected to their learning and is supported throughout their 
time away from school. 



Western Victorian Careers Expo 
The 2026 Careers Expo will be held on Tuesday 23rd June. Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 will travel to Longerenong for 
half a day to gather information from tertiary institutes, meet with local businesses and explore pathways options that 
they may be interested in. 
 
Permission forms have been handed out to these year levels and should be returned to the general office as soon as 
possible. 
 

 
 
 

 



 
From The Teaching and LearningTeam 
 

VCE – VM Coordinator – Anthony Buttigieg 
 

Year 10 Work Experience 
  
Last week, our Year 10 students participated in work experience. These placements have 
given our students valuable insights into different industries and the workplaces. It 
provided them with the opportunity to: 
 
• develop employability skills 
• explore potential career options 
• understand workplace expectations 
• increase self-understanding, maturity, independence and self-confidence. 
 
Murtoa College would like to thank the following businesses for taking the time to teach 
our students about their industry: 
 

Agrade Electrical Contractors 
AWN Horsham 
Australian Grain Export  
CHS Trucks Ptd Ltd 
Dunmunkle Lodge 
Edmonds Plumbing 
Emmetts Rupanyup 
Horsham City Meats 
Horsham Electronics 
Horsham Truck Company 
GRS Mechanical Repairs 
Plant Passion 
RM & KM Jess Farming 
Saltwood Build 
Shine Hairdressing 
St Brigids College 
The Stick Shed 
Trotter Ag 
Uniting Vic Tas 
Wimmera Truck Center 
Your Family Vet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
As we approach the end of semester we encourage parents to speak with their child/ren about any outstanding work 
they may need to complete to obtain a satisfactory result for their reports. If your child/ren is having issues with getting 
the work completed please reach out so we can support them in getting a positive outcome.  
 

Director of Learning & Teaching (Primary) – Grace Coustley 
 
Assessments have been occurring throughout each classroom to help see how your child has grown and what their 
learning goals can be. Please make sure you look up on Compass to see how your child has progressed. 

 
English: Morphology 
Lots of students have been learning about morphology which is the study of words and understanding of their meanings. 
Students have been learning about what is a base word, a suffix and a prefix is. 
 
For example: 
Base word: play 
Prefix goes at the beginning of the word: re 
Suffix goes at the end of a word: ing 
So we could have the words: replay, playing.  
Therefore students know ‘re’ means to do it again. 
 

Vocabulary 
Students have also been learning about different vocabulary words. Students look at what these words mean in context. 
This also helps to introduce students to other vocabulary that they can use in their everyday life and writing.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



From The Student Engagement & Wellbeing Team 
 
Student Wellbeing Coordinator – Charlotte Ball 
 
Last week was Reconciliation Week, which is a week dedicated for all Australians to learn about the history, the culture 
and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders and explore ways each person can work toward 
reconciliation. 
 
As part of Reconciliation Week, Murtoa wanted an acknowledgement to country that reflected the school and the 
students within it. 
 
With assistance from our Koorie students, the following is Murtoa’s acknowledgment to country: 
 

‘We acknowledge and pay respects to the traditional custodians, the Wotjabaluk, Jadawa, Jardwadjali, 
Wergaia and Jupagulk people of the land that Murtoa College was built upon. 
 
I pay my respects to the Elders past, present and emerging. 
 
We recognise the connection to the land, the water and the sky above us and the cultural and heritage 
beliefs of their ancestors continue to be important to all First Nations people today.’ 

 
A huge thank you to all our Koorie students who helped to create Murtoa’s own Acknowledgement To Country, we could 
not have done it without you. 
 
In the primary area, our F/1 and Grade 3’s worked together to create a mural together, writing down key words for 
Reconciliation Week. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Pride Month 
Pride Month promotes visibility for the LGBTQIA+ community, commemorates the civil rights struggle, example being 
the 1969 Stonewall Uprising in New York and helps to challenge ongoing discrimination. It is a chance to celebrate 
everyone's individuality and show to our students who identify as part of the LGBTQIA+ community, or are allies for the 
community, that there are safe adults they can turn to. It is a chance to learn more about the LGBTQAI+ community and 
its history. By learning this, it helps to create new allies of the community. 
 
Murtoa College has its own plans to show our support for the LGBTQIA+ community, so stay tuned! For community 
events for youth in the area, The Station is running a Young Q Social Group that runs every second Thursday of every 
month. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Primary Sub school and Community Engagement Leader - Nicole Noonan 
 

2027 Enrolments & School Tours 
Murtoa College is now welcoming enquiries for 2027 enrolments. Families are invited to discover what our school has 
to offer, from Prep through to Year 12, in a supportive and inclusive learning environment. 
 
School tours are held every second Wednesday from 9:30–11:00am, with the next tour taking place on Wednesday, 
June 17. Tours provide an opportunity to see the school in action and take part in a personalised information session. 
 
To book a tour or find out more, please contact the school office on 03 5385 2381. 
 

Yr 7 Try a Day 
Murtoa College recently welcomed prospective Year 7 students for our exciting Year 7 Try a Day experience. Students 
enjoyed a fun-filled day exploring what secondary school life has to offer. 
 
Throughout the day, students participated in a range of engaging activities, including PE games where teamwork, 
participation and fun were on display. 
 
In Cooking, students put their creativity to work by decorating delicious cupcakes, while in Digital Technologies they 
explored Tinkercad, designing 3D models and learning about the exciting world of 3D design. 
 
It was wonderful to see students enthusiastically trying new experiences, making friends and gaining a taste of life at 
Murtoa College. We thank all students and families for attending and look forward to welcoming many of them back in 
the future. 

 
 

F–6 Assembly Celebration 
Recently we have had families join us at our F–6 Assembly as we celebrated the wonderful achievements of our students. 
Throughout the assembly, we recognised student success in reading and acknowledged the great learning, effort and 
accomplishments taking place in our primary classrooms. 
 
We love sharing these special moments with our school community and look forward to celebrating our students' hard 
work and growth together. Our next F–6 Assembly will be held on Wednesday, 17 June at 8:45am, in the BER Primary 
building. 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



Sport and Camps Coordinator (F-12) – Nathan Sachse 
 

Junior Football & Netball 
On Wednesday 27th the year 7 and 8 students travelled to City oval to compete in the inter school football carnival. The 
students competed against Dimboola in the first game of the day, with limited numbers the boys came out to a hot start 
scoring the first goal of the game. 
 
After a tightly contested game the quick running Dimboola pulled away to take the win. Game 2 seen the students 
compete against Edenhope, the students came out firing and showed their skills from start to finish and came away with 
the win. Game 3 seen MC up against Nhill for the final game. The game was swinging back and forth throughout the first 
half. Throughout the second half the boys dug deep and showed that they weren’t going down without a contest kicking 
multiple goals to come away with win. 
  
The students displayed great skills throughout the day and played well. Thank you also goes to the opposition players 
who helped out to fill the side as well. Thank you to all staff and Kristy Davidson for helping out on the day. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Intermediate Football and Netball 
 
FOOTBALL 
Eight Year 9 and 10 students travelled to Horsham to take on Nhill. While it was disappointing that more teams were 
not involved on the day, it was great for the boys to have the opportunity to play a game together. 
 
The boys made a slow start, with Nhill kicking the first two goals within the opening two minutes. Murtoa responded 
strongly, kicking the next three goals to fight their way back into the contest. The game remained evenly matched 
throughout all four quarters. 
 
With just three minutes remaining in the final quarter, Murtoa held a 10-point lead. Unfortunately, Nhill finished 
strongly, kicking two late goals to secure a narrow two-point victory. Final scores were Murtoa College 13.2 (80) to Nhill 
12.10 (82). 
 
A big thank you to Nhill for lending us two players to help fill positions. Well done to the Murtoa students, whose 
behaviour, effort, and attitude throughout the day were outstanding. 
 
NETBALL 
Congratulations to Leah, Lyra, Sienna, Lyla, Miley, Molly, Ruby, Holley and Loz who played netball against Nhill College 
on Tuesday 19th May, at Horsham City Oval. 
Unfortunately, we were the only schools participating. The girls played a full game – 4x15 minute quarters, displaying 
excellent game play, many intercepts and accurate goal shooting. I was proud of the way the girls represented our school 
with such positive behaviour and great sportsmanship. A great day was had by both schools. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Football and Netball 
 
NETBALL 
The Senior Girls Netball team represented Murtoa College with great effort and teamwork across all three games at the 
recent inter-school sports. 
 
In their opening match against St Brigid's College, the girls fought hard in a close contest, with only four points separating 
the teams at half time. The team showed strong determination and worked tirelessly throughout the game. 
 
The second match against Horsham College was played at a lightning-fast pace, with the girls continuing to show 
excellent teamwork and resilience backing up straight after the first game. 
 
The final game against Marian College saw the team finish the day strongly with a fantastic 17–14 win. Well done to 
Georgie McQueen and Shanyka Penny-Roberts for their exceptional shooting in the final game, helping secure the 
victory. A special thank you also to Marli Arnold for coaching the girls through the drills and supporting the team 
throughout the day. 
 

FOOTBALL 
On Friday the 15th of May, we travelled to Stawell for the Senior Boys Football competition. It was fantastic to see St. 
Brigid’s and Murtoa combine to form one team, giving students from both schools the opportunity to play together. The 
boys worked well together on the field and showed great teamwork and sportsmanship throughout the day. 
 
The team played four shortened matches against Marion, Horsham, Hopetoun, and Stawell. Although the results did not 
go our way, with our only win coming against Marion, it was wonderful to see the boys enjoying themselves, supporting 
one another, and making the most of the experience. Overall, it was a great day of football and teamwork for everyone 
involved. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Athletic Champions 
 
Congratulations to the 2026 age champions: 
12 Girls – Mathilda Fleming 
12 Boys – Sid Frost 
13 Girls – Pippa Wilson 
13 Boys – Beau Milgate 
14 Girls – Scarlett Mitchell 
14 Boys – Noah C-F 
15 Girls – Sienna Finnigin 
15 Boys – Navraj Dhillon 
16 Girls – Molly Gawith 
16 Boys – James Hemley 
17 Girls – Zoe Tegelhuter 
17 Boys – Jaxon Coote 
18 Girls – Alex Bebero 
18 Boys – Archie McQueen 
 
Overall athletic champion – Noah Crawford Foster 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross Country Individual and House Champions 
 
Congratulations to our Cross Country Age Champions! 
 
Girls: 
12/13 Years Nhiia Taylor 
14 Years Scarlett Mitchell 
15 Years Sophia Butler 
16 Years  Molly Gawith 
17 Years Amashay Shanaughan 
18 Years Ruby Wilson 
 
Boys:  
12/13 Years Cooper Shaw 
14 Years Ethan Maher 
15 Years Harry Noonan 
16 Years James Hemley 
17 Years Jaxon Coote 
18 Years Jarvis Mitchell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The House Winner for 2026 was WATERSON with an average 17.25 points!  
 
With house captains Shanyka Penny Roberts and Matt Gardy holding the shield. 
 



 
 
From The Front Office and Services Team 
 
Digital Platforms & Services Manager – Vincent Liao 
 

Website Updates 
We have recently made some updates to the Murtoa College website to make it easier for families to connect with our 
school and access important information. 
 

 
 



A new School Tour Booking button has been added to the website. Parents and carers who are interested in booking a 
school tour can now use this button to complete a short online form and submit their interest. Once the form has 
been completed, a staff member will be in contact to confirm the booking and provide further information. 
 

 
 
We have also added a new Parents Association Group page. This page provides information for families who would like 
to learn more about the Parents Association and how they can get involved in supporting school initiatives, events and 
activities. This page can be accessed from the Parent Info menu or by following the link below: 
https://murtoacollege.vic.edu.au/parent-association-group/ 
 

 
Business Manager/Office – Jenny Huebner 
 
Payment Arrangements for Horsham Bus Travellers 
 
Family Bus Fees for 2026 

• First child: $26 per week  
• Second child: $16 per week  
• Additional children: Travel free  

 
The Horsham bus is a privately operated service funded by Murtoa College, with a portion of the cost passed on to 
families. Murtoa College aims to keep costs as low as possible for our families, however a contribution is necessary to 
cover part of the bus service costs. 
 
Invoicing & Discounts 
Bus fees are invoiced during the first week of each term. 
 
A 10% discount applies when fees are paid within the first week of term. 
 
Payment Options 
We offer a range of convenient payment methods, including: 

• Direct Deposit  
• EFTPOS  
• BPAY  
• Centrepay regular deductions  

 
Families are encouraged to contact the College office to discuss regular payment arrangements if needed. 

 
Casual Bus Travel 
Casual travel on the Horsham bus may be available, depending on seat availability. 

• Cost: $5 per trip, one way 
• Students requiring a casual bus pass must always provide a note from home, including parent/carer contact 

details. 
 

https://murtoacollege.vic.edu.au/parent-association-group/


Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) – APPLICATIONS CLOSE 26th JUNE (End of Term 2) 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF.  If you 
have applied for this already, you do not need to complete a new application.  Please give the office a call if you would 
like more clarity.  Forms are available in the office now. 
 

Uniform- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beanies are now available from the uniform office - $20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information Services (Library) – Jenny Reading 
 

Scholastic Book Club 
Issue 4 brochures.  Orders close Wednesday 10th June.  Cash orders need to be handed to me in the library. Credit card 
orders can be done on-line via the secure Scholastic website: http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub They 
offer incentives to order on-line. 
 

Scholastic Book Fair 
Thank you to all the parents, students and staff who supported our recent Book Fair. We were able to use our 
commissions to put $400 of exciting new titles on the shelves. 
 
I have just finished one of these: “The Wish Ring Cipher” by Alexandra Ott. 
It was a really easy and entertaining middle school read about a girl, Emma 
has always loved solving puzzles and codes, but now that she's processing a 
recent autism diagnosis and facing down seventh grade at a new school, 
they're even more important to her. She meets a boy who is popular and 
funny and loves codes, too. He introduces Emma to the Codebreakers, a 
group of his friends dedicated to cracking codes that have been discovered 
in the ruins of a nearby ghost town, which are believed to lead to magical 
objects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub


Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2026 
 

There are still nearly 90 days left in the Challenge which finishes on Friday September 4. 
 
I am pleased to say I have had a number of students ask me about it, however I really need them to 
enter their own books – AND they need to read books that qualify for the challenge. 
 
<- Look for these stickers on the books in our library to help with your selections. 
 
Grades F to 2: Can enjoy books that are read to them. These range from picture books to early chapter 
books. 
 
F to 2 must record 30 books: a minimum of 20 Reading Challenge books and 10 choice. 
 
Grade 3 to year 9: a minimum of 10 Challenge books – 15 books altogether 
 
Year 10: 5 Reading Challenge and 10 other. 
 
All children who complete the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 
Premier and former premiers. 
 
To learn more about the Challenge, visit Premiers' Reading Challenge | vic.gov.au 
You can also contact me via compass or jenny.reading@education.vic.gov.au with any questions. 
Happy reading! 

 
 

Out of School Hours Care (F-6) Coordinator – Trina Gardy 
 
Hello OSHC families — and welcome to a very wet, very chilly start to winter. 
 
We’ve been diving (sometimes literally) into the world of technology lately. The kids have been creating their own stories 
on the iPads using green-screen style images, so one minute they’re swimming with sharks and the next they’re flying a 
plane. Their imaginations have absolutely no speed limit and it’s been brilliant to watch. 
 
With the cold weather keeping us indoors, we’ve also been busy in the kitchen. Recently the kids whipped up cheesy 
herby pull-aparts and hedgehog slice — both disappeared faster than you can say “Is there any left?”. As winter settles 
in, we’ll be moving on to some cosy hot dishes like carbonara and pasta. Watching the kids learn to cook (and taste-test 
everything) is honestly the best part. Cupcakes may also be making a cheeky appearance soon.  
Speaking of things growing — we’re about to start our brand-new veggie garden! 
 
The kids have already painted their pots, chosen their seeds, and are now just waiting for the perfect day to get planting. 
Once everything starts sprouting, we’re hoping to use our home-grown goodies in future cooking sessions. Imagine the 
pride when they get to say, “I grew this AND I cooked it.” That’s a double win. 
 
Our enrolments have grown this term too, which is super exciting for the program. We still have spots available across 
the week, although Tuesdays are becoming the place to be — nearly full every week. 
 
Here at OSHC, we’re all about leisure, play, and children’s choice. Indoors, the current favourite is Blooket — the 
competition is fierce, and yes, even the preps are out to beat me. 
 
So, if you’re a busy family needing a safe, fun place for your child after school, OSHC runs Monday to Friday, 3:20–
5:45pm. 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to call me on 0499 214 026. 
 
Trina Gardy 
OSHC Coordinator — Murtoa College 
 

 

https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge


Canteen News – Melinda Keel 
Please note there has been a couple of small price increases, due to supplier price change. 

 

 



 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 

 

 


