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TERM 2 26th June Term 2 Ends at 2.30pm    CASUAL DRESS 

TERM 3 13th July Start of Term 3 

 4th August STUDENT FREE DAY – No classes running 
 

Please note - this year our College Newsletters will be published every three (3) weeks, commencing in Week 3 of each 
Term. Communications with families will also be supported for individual students or classes or year levels via Compass 
Newsposts or Compass Messages throughout the 2026 school year. Each published Newsletter is available in hardcopy 
(available from the Front Office) or digitally (via Compass and on the College Website https://murtoacollege.vic.edu.au/ 
in the ‘Our College’ section. 
 

From The Principal Team 
Assistant Principal (Teaching & Learning) – Tara Crowe 
 
It has been another busy and productive fortnight at Murtoa College, with a strong focus on student 
achievement, assessment and staff professional learning. 
 
The General Achievement Test (GAT) was successfully completed, with students who sat the 
assessment approaching the day in a calm and positive manner. The GAT provides an important 
opportunity for students to demonstrate their literacy, numeracy and critical thinking skills and 
supports the integrity of VCE assessment processes. 
 
VCE Practice Exams were conducted in Week 8 for students studying Units 1 and 3 subjects. 
Students approached these examinations with maturity, integrity and a positive attitude. The 
experience provided valuable insight into examination conditions and expectations, allowing 
students to build confidence and develop effective exam strategies. Importantly, the practice 
exams helped students and teachers identify areas of strength, as well as areas requiring further 
development, prior to future assessments and end-of-year examinations. Thank you to all staff who 
supported the smooth running of these exams and helped create an authentic examination 
environment for students. 
 
As previously communicated, Tuesday 4 August is a School Council-approved Student Free Day and 
there will be no classes running on this day. Buses supporting students attending our feeder 
primary schools will continue to operate as normal. The day will provide an opportunity for all 
Literacy and English classroom teachers across both primary and secondary settings at Murtoa 
College to join colleagues from across the Wimmera South West region in professional learning 
focused on strengthening the delivery of Literacy and English curriculum. We look forward to the 
benefits this professional learning will bring to student learning outcomes. 
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Similarly, our Mathematics staff attended the Horsham Numeracy Conference on 25 July, where they explored 
innovative strategies and contemporary approaches to teaching mathematics. We look forward to seeing these ideas 
translated into classroom practice and the positive impact they will have on student learning. 
 
A highlight of the past week was our whole-school assembly, where Academic Achievement Awards were presented to 
students across the college. These awards recognised students who have demonstrated outstanding effort, persistence, 
growth and achievement throughout Semester One. It was wonderful to celebrate the many students who consistently 
apply themselves to their learning, embrace challenges and strive to achieve their personal best. The awards showcased 
the breadth of talent across the college and reflected the strong learning culture that exists within our classrooms. 
Congratulations to all students who received recognition, and thank you to families for their ongoing support of their 
children's learning journey. 
 

Primary Award Recipients 

 
 
Secondary Award recipients 

 
 
Whole School Award Recipients 

 
 



 
Semester reports have been finalised and will be made available to parents and carers on Friday 26 July. These reports 
provide valuable information regarding student progress and achievement and offer an opportunity for reflection as 
students set goals for the semester ahead. Thank you to staff for the significant work involved in preparing detailed and 
meaningful feedback for students and families. 
 
As we reach the end of another busy and productive term, I would like to thank our students, staff and families for their 
ongoing commitment, support and contributions to our school community. I wish everyone a safe, restful and enjoyable 
holiday break and look forward to welcoming students back refreshed and ready for another successful term of learning. 
 

 
From The Teaching and LearningTeam 
 

Director of Teaching Operations, Systems and Reporting- Jen Hagedorn 
 

Semester Reports Available Friday 
Semester reports will be available to families on the Compass portal from Friday 26 June by 2:30pm. A Compass news 
post will be published to inform parents and carers once reports are available. 
 
To access reports: 

·        Log in to the Compass portal using a web browser. 
·        Select your child’s profile. 
·        Click View Academic Reports. 
·        Select 2026 Semester 1 Reports. 
·        This will download a PDF copy of the report. 

  
Please note that reports are best viewed through a browser rather than the Compass mobile app. If using the mobile 
app, families may need to select Open in Browser from the More tab and then follow the steps above. 
 
Parents and carers who would prefer a hard copy are asked to contact the school office and this can be arranged. 
 
Reports use a range of grading scales depending on the year level and subject area. 
 
For Foundation to Year 10 subjects, Learning Tasks are assessed using the Learning Progress Scale. These grades show 
the level of skills and knowledge demonstrated in relation to the curriculum and assessment task. 
 
The Learning Progress Scale includes: 

·        Above Level 
·        Progressing 
·        Strengthening 
·        Establishing 
·        Beginning 
·        Not enough evidence 
 

Some reports also use the Victorian Curriculum five-point scale from A to E: 
·        A – Well above the expected level 
·        B – Above the expected level 
·        C – At the expected level 
·        D – Below the expected level 
·        E – Well below the expected level 

 
Symbols may also be used in reports. There is a legend included in the reports to explain these symbols, which may 
show: 

·        Previous result 
·        Your child’s achievement this semester 
·        Your child’s progress 
·        The expected level of achievement 

 
 



VET subjects use competency-based results, including: 
·        Competent 
·        Not Yet Competent 
·        Not Competent 
·        Not Applicable 

 
VCE, VCE VM and VET reports may also include performance descriptors, including: 

·        Very High 
·        High 
·        Medium 
·        Low 
·        Very Low 
·        NA 

 
Semester results may include: 

·        S – Satisfactory 
·        N – Not Satisfactory 
·        I – In Progress 

 

Staffing Changes 
Due to subject changes, staff departures and staff leave, there will be some staffing changes for selected classes. The 
changes are as follows: 

·        Unit 2 English – Dr Carter 
·        Unit 2 Literacy – Mrs Kelly 
·        10A English – Mrs Kelly 
·        10B English - Mr Uppal 
·        9A Materials – Mr Hurley 
·        8A Art – Ms Teggerth 
·        8A Materials – Mr Hurley 
·        7A Food – Mr Buttigieg, Mrs Gardy, Ms Kerrins and Mrs Jordan 
·        5/6 Maths – Mrs Noonan and Dr Thompson 
·        5/6 German – Mrs Kelly 
·        Year 3 English and Maths – Mrs Wills and Mrs Wilson 
·        Year 3 German and Art – Mrs Kelly 
·        Year 1 and 2 Maths – Ms Coustley and Mrs Noonan 
·        Year 1 and 2 Art – Mrs Kelly 
·        Foundation – Mrs Kelly 

 

Director of Learning & Teaching (Primary) – Grace Coustley 
 
Students have been finishing the term in a busy manner. It has been great to walk past classrooms and see students 
learning and applying their knowledge. Furthermore, students have been busy completing many different assessments 
to assist teachers in seeing the growth students have made and where to next. We look forward to seeing students back 
in the classroom next term, ready for another fabulous term of learning.  
 

VCE – VM Coordinator – Anthony Buttigieg 
 
Recently, our Year 11 VM students completed their Personal Development Skills (PDS) project, which focused on the 
characteristics of healthy individuals and the many factors that contribute to overall wellbeing, including healthy eating, 
physical activity, and mental health. 
 
As part of the project, students were required to design, plan, and facilitate an activity to educate and engage their 
peers. To showcase their learning, the students organised and delivered a fun and interactive PE session with the 
Foundation/Year 1 students. The activity was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone involved and provided a fantastic 
opportunity for our VM students to develop and demonstrate their leadership, communication, and teamwork skills. 
 
A big thank you to Mrs. Kelly and the Foundation/Year 1 students for welcoming us into your classroom and participating 
so enthusiastically. 
 



As the semester has progressed, it has been wonderful to see the growth, participation, and commitment of all our VM 
students. They should be proud of the effort they have invested in both their classroom learning and practical 
experiences. With the second half of the year fast approaching, and our Year 12 students moving ever closer to 
completing their secondary schooling, we look forward to supporting them as they continue to develop their skills and 
work towards their future goals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 4 & 5 Digital Technologies Fun – Belinda Carlyon 
 

Exploring Augmented Reality in Grade 4/5 Digital Technology lessons 
During Term 2, Murtoa College has had the exciting opportunity to explore augmented reality (AR) in our Digital 
Technologies lessons using Merge Cubes on loan from Adelaide University. 
 
Using iPads and Merge Cube technology, students have been able to hold and interact with virtual 3D objects in their 
hands, bringing learning to life in engaging and innovative ways. Throughout the term, students have explored a range 
of topics including the solar system, the human body, animals(including dinosaurs!), landforms and geometric shapes. 
 
The Merge Cubes have provided valuable opportunities for students to develop their digital technologies skills and 
experience emerging technologies that are becoming more commonly used in multiple industries. By combining hands-
on learning with cutting-edge technology, students have been able to visualise concepts that are often difficult to 
understand through pictures alone. 
 



It has been fantastic to see the enthusiasm, engagement and excitement these learning experiences have generated. 
We are grateful to Adelaide University for providing access to this innovative resource and helping bring future-focused 
learning opportunities to our students. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From The Student Engagement & Wellbeing Team 
 
Mental Health in Primary Schools Coordinator (MHIPS) – Allyssa Wilson 
 
 
 
 

 

Supporting Positive Behaviour Through MHiPS and Tier 1 Practices 
 
At our school, we are committed to creating a safe, supportive, and inclusive environment where every student can 
thrive. One of the ways we achieve this is through our Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHiPS) approach and our 
strong focus on Tier 1 behaviour supports. 
 

What is MHiPS? Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHiPS) is a Victorian initiative that helps schools build a whole-
school approach to mental health and wellbeing. Through MHiPS, we focus on promoting positive mental health, 
building resilience, and ensuring students have access to the support they need to succeed both socially and emotionally. 
 

What are Tier 1 Behaviour Supports? Tier 1 supports are the universal strategies and practices provided to all students 
across the school. These proactive approaches help establish clear expectations, foster positive relationships, and create 
consistent learning environments. 
 
Examples of Tier 1 practices include: 
      ●     Explicitly teaching and reinforcing school values and expected behaviours. 
      ●     Establishing predictable routines and structures. 



      ●     Recognising and celebrating positive behaviour. 
      ●     Building strong connections between students, staff, and families. 
      ●     Supporting students to develop social and emotional skills. 
 

Why is this important? Research shows that when students feel safe, connected, and supported, they are more likely 
to engage positively in learning and develop the skills needed for lifelong success. By focusing on prevention and early 
intervention, MHiPS and Tier 1 supports help create positive school experiences for all students. 
 
Together, we can continue to foster a school community where wellbeing, respect, and learning go hand in hand. 
 

Student Wellbeing Coordinator – Charlotte Ball 
 

Who can you contact during school holidays? 
With the end of term 2 coming to a close, I wanted to provide students and their parents/care givers with some options 
of organisations they can reach out for support during the holidays. 
 

Available 24/7 a day 
  

 
 
 
 

 

                                                               1800 55 1800                                1300 659 467                           1300 22 4636 
 
General Hours 

 

 
 

New Chess Club Launching in Term 3 
We are excited to announce the launch of our new Chess Club in Term 3! 
 
Chess is a fun and engaging activity that helps students develop critical 
thinking, problem-solving, concentration, and strategic planning skills. 
Whether your child is a complete beginner or an experienced player, all 
students are welcome to join and learn in a friendly and supportive 
environment. 
 
The Chess Club will meet weekly during Term 3 and will provide opportunities 
for students to learn the fundamentals of the game, socialise with 
others,  improve their skills, participate in friendly matches, and build 
confidence through healthy competition. 
 
Chess club will be running during Thursday lunchtimes at the school library. I 
hope to see you there! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Disability Inclusion Coordinator – Karen Gebert 
 
How are Students With Additional Needs Supported at School? 
 

Tier Purpose Who receives it? How is it allocated? 
    

Tier 1 – Core 
Student 
Learning 
Funding 

Provides funding for the core learning 
needs of all students, including 
students with disability and additional 
needs. 

All schools and all students. Through the Student 
Resource Package (SRP). 

Tier 2 – School-
Level Funding 

Strengthens a school's capacity and 
capability to provide inclusive 
practices and adjustments for 
students with disability. 

Mainstream primary, secondary 
and combined schools, 
language schools, and specialist 
schools. 

Based on factors such as 
enrolment numbers and 
parental education data. 

Tier 3 – 
Student-Level 
Funding 

Provides additional support for 
students with complex needs and 
significant functional impact. 

Individual students with the 
highest support needs. 

Based on outcomes from the 
student's Disability Inclusion 
Profile and updated each 
term. 

 

Key differences 
• Tier 1 funds quality teaching and differentiated learning for all students. 
• Tier 2 provides extra funding to schools to improve their overall ability to support students with disability 

through staff time, resources, and professional knowledge. 
• Tier 3 provides targeted funding for individual students with complex and high support needs, enabling 

intensive adjustments beyond those already provided through Tiers 1 and 2. 
 

How the tiers work together 
1. Tier 1 ensures every student has access to core learning. 
2. Tier 2 builds school-wide inclusive practices and supports. 
3. Tier 3 adds individualised support for students whose needs are more complex. 

 
This layered approach ensures that all students receive quality teaching, while students with disability receive increasing 
levels of support according to their needs. 
 
Students are eligible for Tier 3 funding when a Disability Inclusion Profile has been submitted and approved by the 
department. 

 
 
 



Primary Sub school and Community Engagement Leader - Nicole Noonan 
 

2027 Enrolments & School Tours 
Murtoa College is welcoming enquiries for 2027 enrolments. Families are invited to discover what our school has to 
offer, from Prep through to Year 12, in a supportive and inclusive learning environment. Please contact the office on 
53852381 to book your tour. 
 

CEP Excursion – The Great Ocean Escape 
Our F–6 students recently travelled to Warracknabeal to participate in the Great Ocean Escape as part of the CEP 
program. Throughout the day, students took part in a range of exciting group challenges and team-building activities 
that encouraged communication, cooperation and sportsmanship. The activities challenged students to think critically, 
solve problems, show initiative and work together to achieve success. It was a day of active learning, with students 
building confidence, resilience and teamwork while having plenty of fun. 
 

From The Front Office and Services Team 
 
Digital Platforms & Services Manager – Vincent Liao 
 

 
 
As students prepare to begin Year 7 next year, families are encouraged to start considering the purchase of a suitable 
BYOD laptop. Having a device ready before the start of the school year will help students settle into secondary learning 
and confidently participate in classroom activities and digital learning from the very beginning. 
 
Learning With Technologies (LWT), the supplier used through the BYOD portal, also offers a layby option to assist families 
in gradually paying off a laptop over time prior to collection. 
 

BYOD LWT Portal 
 
Families are also encouraged to shop around at local stores and compare prices to find the best option and value. 
 
Please review the recommended device requirements and FAQs before purchasing a device. This information can be 
found on our BYOD webpage: 
 
Murtoa College BYOD Information Page 
 
 
 

https://mc.orderportal.com.au/
https://murtoacollege.vic.edu.au/byod/


 
 

Year 10 ICT 
The Year 10 students have been learning about computer networks and how different devices work together to 
connect users and access the internet. They have been applying their knowledge of key network hardware, including 
modems, routers, switches, wireless access points, computers, laptops, printers and other connected devices. 
Students have also explored different connection types, such as ethernet cabling and wireless connections and how 
these are used in small office and home office scenarios. 
 
As part of their learning, students have been designing network diagrams to show how devices are connected within a 
network. This has helped them understand the role of each device, where it should be placed, and how data moves 
between devices in a home, school or business network. 
 

 
Business Manager/Office – Jenny Huebner 
 
Payment Arrangements for Horsham Bus Travellers 
 
Family Bus Fees for 2026 

• First child: $26 per week  
• Second child: $16 per week  
• Additional children: Travel free  

 
The Horsham bus is a privately operated service funded by Murtoa College, with a portion of the cost passed on to 
families. Murtoa College aims to keep costs as low as possible for our families, however a contribution is necessary to 
cover part of the bus service costs. 
 
Invoicing & Discounts 
Bus fees are invoiced during the first week of each term. 
 
A 10% discount applies when fees are paid within the first week of term. 
 
Payment Options 
We offer a range of convenient payment methods, including: 

• Direct Deposit  
• EFTPOS  
• BPAY  
• Centrepay regular deductions  



 
Families are encouraged to contact the College office to discuss regular payment arrangements if needed. 

 
Casual Bus Travel 
Casual travel on the Horsham bus may be available, depending on seat availability. 

• Cost: $5 per trip, one way 
• Students requiring a casual bus pass must always provide a note from home, including parent/carer contact 

details. 
 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) – APPLICATIONS CLOSE 26th JUNE (End of Term 2) 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF.  If you 
have applied for this already, you do not need to complete a new application.  Please give the office a call if you would 
like more clarity.  Forms are available in the office now. 
 

Uniform- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beanies are now available from the uniform office - $20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Information Services (Library) – Jenny Reading 
 

 
 

Book Week      August 24 – 28 
  
Start hunting for ideas from op shops and at home so your primary student can come dressed as their favourite book 
character at the parade on FRIDAY August 28. We will be sharing some of our favourite books and stories during this 
week, having fun with language and words. 
 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 
It’s still not too late to participate. I have had a number of primary students indicate they would like to do it. I can put 
together ‘Grab Bags’ with say 5 picture books in them for the F-2 students, or customise it for stronger readers. Just 
look for books with the year level appropriate for your student’s reading level. 
 
It’s important that secondary students think about undertaking the Reading Challenge. It looks great on your resume, 
and you have a lovely certificate to file. Employers see this as a desirable trait as it shows that you can read and 
commit to finishing something that requires effort. We don’t have to acknowledge it at assemblies or in newsletters if 
you prefer. 



 
Two students have met the Challenge and are proud of their achievement: Kai in grade 2 and Remi in foundation. 
 
In our library we are encouraging students to BEE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Canteen News – Melinda Keel 
Please note there has been a couple of small price increases, due to supplier price change. 

 

 



 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 
 

  



  



  



 

 

 
 
 


